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this Chamber in that unparliamentary
fashion. Those vijews certainly will be
noted and will be borne in mind if at any
time the leglslation is repealed. It has
been Indicated that if more normal con-
ditions are restored in the industry, the
need for this legislation will no longer
exist because the type of control it pro-
vides will not be required.

With those words, I again thank mem-
bers for their contributions to the debate
on the Bill which I commend to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Commitiee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. Lyla Elliott) in the Chair; the
Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice) in
charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.

Clause T: Section 8 amended—

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: This clause
applies to the ability of the committee to
set prices for slaughtered cattle for local
consumption. It is actually the crux of
the Bill and a provision which 1s very
necessary. It is fortunate that in Western
Australin we have a forward-looking
community which does not take the nar-
row view of those pecple who made the
comment Mr Dans mentioned in his
second reading speech. In Western Aus-
tralia we are prepared to ‘give it a go”.
We have given to the Eastern States many
leads In this type of legislation and I am
sure we will see them following us at some
future date.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8 and 9 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

BIil! reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon., N, McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

House adjourned at 5.3¢4 p.m.

Legislative Asgembly

Thursday, the 6th November, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): 1
have to announce that I have recelved
the writ issued for the electoral district
of Greenough, and from the returns en-
dorsed thereon it appears that Mr Regi-
nald John Tubby has been duly elected

[ASSEMELY]

to serve in the Legislative Assembly as
member for the electoral district of Green-
ough. I am now prepared to swear in the
honourable member.

The honourable member took and sub-
gﬁrﬂ.’:e?1 the Oath of Allegiance and signed
e roll.

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE

1. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Cockburn Sound: Industrial Efluent

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment:

{1) What wastes are discharged into
Cockburn Sound by each of the
following industries—

Cuming Smith British Pet-
roleum;

Australian Iron and Steel;

Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd.;

British Petroleum;

State Energy Commission;

Cockburn Cement;

Alcoa,;

Western Mining Corporation;

EKwinana Nitrogen Company,

Chemical Industries (Kwinana)
Pty, Ltd.;

Commonwealth Industrial

£S5,
Steel Mains Pty. Ltd;
Neﬁlgo%d General Refractories

{2) If the Minister is unable to pro-
vide the public with these details,
I would remind him that they
were promised “in due course” by
his predecessor in question 189
of 11th September, 1974, and ask
when such vital information will
be made available?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) As previously advised,
much of this information will be
contained in the report commis-
sloned by the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority.

The report is expected to be pre-
sented shortly but I cannot yet
advise when or whether the re-
port will be made public.

2. NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
Commonwealth Grants

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment.:

Why did the Western Australian
Government fall to obtain funds
for national parks and reserves
under the Btate Grants (Native
Conservation Act) for the finan-
cial year 1974-75?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Approval In principle to purchase
land was not received from the
Commonwealth Minister for En.
vironment until 27¢th March, 1975,
for some areas of land and until
6th June, 1975, for other areas.
An agreement in relation to the
provision of financial assistance
was not received from the Com-
monwealth prior to 30th June,
19756.

CONSERVATION THROUGH
RESERVES COMMITTEE

Report: Availability

Mr A R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Conservation and the Environ-

ment:
With respect to question on
notice 75 of 27th March, 1975, in
which it was stated that system 7
of the Conservation Through Re-
serves Committee’s study would
be reported upon in the third
quarter of this year (a period now
past) will he inform the House
and the people as to when the re-
port upon system 7 will be made
avallable to the public?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

I am advised that the Environ-
mental Protection Authority has
been directing its greatest atten-
tlon to systems 1 and 2 reports.
System T will be treated in a final
form as soon as possible.

WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Resources from Privaie Land

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:
With reference to part (5) of
question on notice 34 of 11th Sep-
tember, 1975, what consideration
is being given by the Government
or by the EPA to the impiication
of the further clearing of private
land in the Manjimup woodchip
license area?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

The matter of restrictions on the
clearing of private land is cur-
rently being investigated.

ALCOA ALUMINA REFINERY
Efiuent: Leakages

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) With reference to his statement
in March of this year that Alcoa
had been asked by the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development
to prevent a repetition of leak-
ages from the pipeline carrying
effluent to Mandogalup and to
institutr a system of detecting

leakages, what has been the re-
sponse to the request?

{2) What monitoring occurs, by
whom and how often are the re-
sults reported to the Environ-
mental Protection Department?

(3) Is there checking of the monitor-
ing, and if so, by whom?

(4) Has the subject been discussed
by the EPA, and if so, is it satls-
fied with the precautions taken
by the company and upon which
date(s) was the matter discussed?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The company has modified its
construction methods and opera-
tional procedures which are be-
Heved to be adequate for preven-
tion of future pipeline ruptures.

(2) and (3) Closed circuit TV moni-
tors pump stations and there are
regular 2-4 hourly patrols of the
plpeline by the company. Spot
visits are made by State officers.

(4) I am advised by the chalrman that
the Environmental Protection
Authority is satisfied with the
company’s efforts in this regard.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Mineral Sands: Impact Study

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister

for Conservation and the Environ-

ment:

{1) Has the environmental review re-
ferred to in question on notice
38 of 9th September, 1975 yet
been received by him?

(2) If so, will he table it?

(3) If not when does he expect to
recelve it?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) No. The report is still
under discussjon and no decision
as to its public release can be
made at thig time,

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Efuent

Mr A. R. TONKIN. to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment:

(1) With reference to question on
notice 36 of 7Tth October, 1975,
what effect will the increased
concentration of ferrous sulphate
and sulphuric acid in the effluent
waters have on the reciplent
area?

(2) Has this problem been discussed
by the EPA, and is it satisfied
that there will be no deletertous
effects of the increased effiuent
discharge?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(8 D)

Mr

and (2) As has been previously
advised to the Member (question
17 of 1st May, 1975), the matter of
effluent disposal from Laporte Is
being investigated by the Environ-
mental Protection Authority in
conjunction with the company and
other State Government instru-
mentalities. These aspects of the
effluent disposal will be taken into
account in the investigation.

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Effluent
A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Industrial Development:

With reference to question on
notice 36 of Tth October, 1975,
what effect will the sate of fer-
rous sulphate have upon the dally
tonnage of this substance dis-
charged dafly and its quantity
expressed as a percentage of the
total volume of the effluent, al-
lowing for the increased produc-
tion and the greater water
economy ?

Mr P, V. Jones (for Mr MENSAROS)
replled:

The company is removing about
half of the crystalline solid ferrous
sulphate (copperas) bheing pre-
sently produced, Its effect on the
total volume of effluent is mar-
ginal but the removal of part of
the ferrous sulphate is an import-
ant step in the right direction.

9. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Pollution Committee, and Oil Spillage

Mr
for

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Conservation and the Environ-

ment,:

n

2

(&3]

)

5)

Who are the members of the
State Government Pollution Com-
mittee referred to in the answeér
to question 43 of 8th April, 1975,
and what “interests” do they
represent?

What are the terms of reference
of the committee, does it have
regular meetings, and if so, how
often does it meet?

If it does not have regular meet-
ings, what are the dates upon
which it has met to date in 1975?

What is the chemical composi-
tion of the detergent BP1100X
which is apparently held in stock
to deal with oil spillage?

Has the composition of that de-
tergent been discussed by the
EPA and if so 1s it satisfled as
to its effect upon marine blota?

6

Mr
)

)

(4)

1G]
6)

What research has been carried
out by the Australian Govern-
ment so0 as to decide the degree
of the damage it may cause to
marine biota?

P. V. JONES replied:

‘The committee referred to in ques-
tion 43 of 8th April, 1975, 1s
the State Operatlonal Committee
for Combating Marine Oil Pol-
lution. The Committee consists of
the following members:

Capt. C. Hartley, Chairman and
Co-ordinator, Nautical Ad-
visor, Harbour and Light De-
partment.

Capt. R. S, Campbell, Harbour
Master, Fremantle Port
Authority,

Capt. M. D, Kiely, Marine Sur-
veyor, Commonwealth De-
partment of Transport.

and (3) The committee is respon-
sible for the combating of all mar-
ine oil pollution in Western Aus-
tralian territorial waters. The
State committee operates in ac-
cordance with the national plan to
combat pollution of the sea by oil.
The commitiee meets on an irre-
gular basls to develop operational
procedures and as the need arises
to respond to specific o1l pollution
incidents.

I am now advised that the deter-
gent held in the national plan
stockpile is BP-AB, which has pro-
pertlies similar to the product
BP1100X. The chemical composi-
tlon of both these products is con-
fidential to the menufacturer and
the Commonwealth Department of
Transport.

BP-AE 15 & low toxicity detergent
that was selected by the Common-
wealth Department of Transport
following an evaluation of a8 num-
ber of detergents by that depart-
ment. BP-AB has the following
general properties:

It iz a clear yellow-brown mobile
Hquid having an indeflnite shelf
Iife taken to be in excess of &5
years; stable to heat and cold
(80°C-10°C): a flashpoint above
65.5°C—(Pensky-Martens closed
cup) and & kinematic viscosity ap-
proximately 12 ¢St at 10°C (ABTM
D445 method).

No.

As yet there Is no international
standard for determining the tox-
feity of oll dispersants towards
marine blota. The Commonwealth
Department of Transport deter-
mined the toxicity of BP1100X by
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the Bfo-assay method of Port-
man (1970) and the LCs results
{48 hours) are as follows—

Shrimp (Macrobrachium Inter-
medius} 11 400 p.p.m.

Shore Mussel (Mytilus Planu-
latus) 33 900 p.p.m.

ROAD TRANSPORT
INDUSTRY

Rationalisation

Mr T. H, JONES, to the Premier:

As In the Governor's Speech of
13th March, 1975 he outlined the
Government's legislagive pro-
gramme and included in the Bills
to be introduced a Bill to ration-
alise the road transport industry-—-
(a) has the Bill been Intreduced
into the Parliament;

if not, when will the Bill be
introduced;

it 1t is not infended to Intro-
duce legislation, what action
does his Government intend
initiating to overcome obvious
problems in the road trans-
port industry?

CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) No.
(b) See answer to (c) below.

(¢} The Government has already
acted to more stringently
administer section 36 (d) of
the Transport Commission
Act, which reclates to entry
into those road transport
operations for which Trans-
port Commlission licenses are
required.

The Government has also, In
accordance with its pre-elec-
tion policy statement, insti-
tuted a transport policy study
in the southern half of the
State. It is hoped that this
work, which will be complete
in late 1976, will provide a
more adequate definitlon of
the role of road transport.
Legislation of the type en-
visaged in the Governor's
Speech could possibly flow
from the study recommenda-
tions.

MUJA POWER STATION
Additional Units

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

In view of the Government's an-
nouncement regarding the con-
version of two units to burn coal
at the Kwinana power station will
he please advise the construction
programme for the additional 2 x
200 MW units at the Muja power
house, Collie?

b)
(c)

Sir

12.

13.

14.
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Mr P. V. Jones (for Mr MENSAROS)

replied:
The first of the 200 MW units at
Muja will be re-programmed to
be in service to meet the winter
demands of 1981 and the second
unit re-programmed to meet the
winter demands of 1982.

SWAN VIEW SCHOOL
Library-resource Centre
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

(1) When is it anticlpated tenders will
be called for the building of the
cluster library/resource centre at
Swan View school?

What is the antlcipated comple-
tion date?

What is the anticipated cost of the
additions?

GRAYDEN replied:

16th November.

Mid-1976.

$250 000,

RAILWAYS

Midland Workshops: Efficiency
Study

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Has an efficiency study been car-
ried out at Midland railway work-
shops recently?

(2) If so, would the Minister table the
results of the study?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No—efficiency is obtained at Mid-
land workshops by the practice
of continuous review in all areas.

(2) Not applicable.

2}
3

Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

CITY OF MELVILLE
Town Clerk: Replucement

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Local

Government:

(1) Was the recent replacement of the
Town Clerk at the City of Melville
in accordance with the procedures
lald down by the Local Govern-
ment Act?

Did Mr Pyke have an opportunity
to answer publicly any of the al-
legations made in The West Aus-
tralian on 13th June, 1975, and
any subsequent allegations?

Were the Melville City Council
and the Local Government De-
partment satisfled with the ex-
planations which have been given
by the consultants on the allega-
tions made about Mr Pyke's ad-
ministration?

(4) If not, why not?

2)

&3
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15.

&)

6

Mr
1)

2)

(3>

@)
(5
6)

1§ )
2)
&)
4)

(5)
@

¥)]

Mr
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Did the Minigter and the Local
Government Department consult
with Mr Pyke before coming to the
conclusion that an inquiry into
the affairs of Melville City Counecil
was not justifled?

Was the legal position of Mr Pyke
as Town Clerk of the City of Mel-
ville, as approved by the Minister,
clarified before another town clerk
was appointed, particularly as
the recent rate notices for Melville
were sent out over Mr Pyke's
name?

RUSHTON replied:

As this question seeks an expres-
ston of opinion on a question of
law, it is Iinadmissible.

I know of no reason why Mr
Pyke could not give public
answers to allegations.

Any report by the consultants
was not required hy the depart-
ment and was & matter of in-
ternal adminjstration by the
council. I have no information
that the Council was dissatisfied
with the report.

Answered by (3).

No.

The question is not entirely
understood, If it relates to the
clarification of the dismissal of
Mr Pyke, that is a matter which
concerns the council. If it re-
lates to clarification of the ap-
pointment of Mr Pyke, I am sat-
isfled that this appointment was
eventually properly made.

IRON ORE
Marandoo Project

MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
Has he visited the Marandoo pro-
Ject recently?

If s0, what was the date of the
visit?

What departmental officers ac-
companied him on the visit?

‘Was the visit as a result of an in-
vitation from Messrs Hancock
and Wright or Texas Gulf?

Who accompanied him during his
inspection of Marandoo?

Has the Marandoo project been
discussed by the Cabinet iron ore
sub-committee with the partners?
Has the Marandoo project recelved
the green light in so far as the
8tate Government is concerned?

P. V. Jonegs (for Mr MENSAROS)

replied:

)
2)

3

Yes.
1st and 2nd November, 1975.
Co-ordinator only.

16.

17.

18.

4)
(3
(6)

Texasgulf Marandoo Pty. Ltd.,
the project managers.

Manager and officers of Texas-
gulf Marandoo Pty. Ltd.

The sub-commitiee does not deal
with projects being administered
by me under ratifled agreements,

(7Y The provisions of the agreement

between the State sand company
are being adhered to. I will con-
sider proposals from the project
managers when they are tendered
under the terms of the agreement.

This question twas postponed.

Mr

STATE FORESTS

Shannon River Basin:
Cutting Contracts

STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Forests:

109}

2)

3)

Mr
(1)

2
3

WORKERS'

Mr

Would the Minister inform me
whether the 9% of total area
within the Shannon River basin
to be cut over by the timber mill-
ers actually contains 20% of the
marri timber within the Shannon
catchment basin?

If “Yes” would the Minister ad-
vise whether the Government
would be prepared to reconsider
allowing existing cutting contracts
toc continue beyond the end of
1975, recognising that compensa-
tion would probably be necessary?

What proportion of the 9% area
within the Shannon will be cut
over by clear felling and by select-
ive cutting methods respectively?
O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

The volume of marri in the area
referred to is estimated to be con-
siderably less than the percent-
age quoted,

Not relevant in view of answer
to (1).

Cutting proposals provide for 439
to be clear felled and 57% to be
selectively logged.

COMPENSATION
Rehabilitative Treatment
SEIDMORE, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

(¢}

(2)

How much, if any, of the cost of
rehabilitative treatment for work-
ers injured under the Workers’
Compensation Act Is met by Medi-
bank?

Where workers are sent for rehab-
flitative treatment, either to a
Federal or State Government in-
strumentality how much has this
cost the Workers’ Compensation
Boatd for the years 1974-757
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What are the weekly charges for

rehabilitative treatment at those

centres that are treating patients
for workers' compensation in-
juries?

GRAYDEN replied:

Nil, On inquiry in April last

the Chajrman of the Workers'

Compensation Board was in-

formed by the Health Insurance

Commission (Commonwealth)

that this aspect had not been de-

cided. A further letter received
only last week stated that this
was still the situation.

1974—$10 990.

1975—$27 808.

The charges are as follows—
Daily patients—$11 per day.
Residential patients—$17 per
day.

These charges were increased by

almost 100% shortly before the

commencement of Medibank, Ap-
peals for reconsideration have
been rejected without reason,

GUILDFORD ROAD,
BASSENDEAN
Re-routing
SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) In regard to the re-routing of

(2)

@

(4)

(o )
(2)

3

Guildford Road around the exist-
ing shopping centre at Bassen-
dean, will the Minister advise
when the Bassendean DBowling
Club will have to vacate that por-
tlon of land that they now use
that is needed for the project?
(a) Is it intended to construct
another bridge adjacent to
the existing road traffic bridge
at Guildford over the Bwan
River to provide four lanes of
traffic over the river;
(b) if not, why not?
If it is intended to construct the
bridege as mentioned under (2),
when will the work commence and
when is it antlcipated the work
will be finished?

Are there any proposals in hand
to build & road traffic bridege over
the Swan River at or in the vic-
inity of Kingsley Drive, Scuth
Guidford?

Q'CONNOR replied:

End of April, 1976.

(a) and () The Main Roads De-
partment is preparing plans for
the duplication of the existing
bridge.

No firm commencement date has
been set as construction wil be
dependent upon the acceptance

20.

21,
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of the project by the local auth-
orities concerned and the avalla-
bility of funds,

No.
TOWN PLANNING

Geraldior Region Study Plans

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Flanning:

Will the Minister please table a
copy of the draft Geraldton re-
gion study plans?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

The plans form part of a report
being prepared by & study group
of the planning and co-ordinating
authority which will report to
Government through the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development.
The question should therefore
have been addressed to that Min-
ister; however, I have been ad-
vised by him that it would be
premature to table draft plans
which are presently wide open
for consideration by the local
authorities and the State Depart-
ments and possible re-drawings
as a result of such considerations,

ELECTORAL: DISTRICTS
Enrolments

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Justice:

What was the enrolment for each
electoral] district immediately fol-
lowing the last redistribution?
O'NEIL replied:

The final report and final recom-
mendations of the Electoral Com-
missioners as published in the
Government Gazette of the 14th
June, 1972 shows the number of
electors in each electoral district
a5 nearly as can be ascertained,
as at 3rd September, 1971 as fol-
lows—

No, of
District Electors
Ascot 15 095
Balga ... 14 622
Canning 14 433
Clontarf 14 774
Cockburn 14 773
Cotteslge 16 107
East Melville .. 16 134
Floreat 15 419
Fremantle 16 509
Karrinyup 14 980
Maylands 16171
Melville 15 835
Morley 14 484
Mount Hawthorn 15718
Mount Lawley 15 750
Nedlands 15777
Perth . . 16 659
Scarborough 15 437
South Perth 15153
Subiaco 15 211
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No. of
District Electors
Swan ... 15 815
Victoria Park 15 931
Welshpool 15 642
Albany 7599
Avon 7 696
Boulder- Dundas 7394
Bunbury .. . 7711
Collie 7789
Dale 7042
Geraldton 7382
Greenough 7218
Kalamunda 7386
Kalgaorlie 7 355
Katanning 7764
Merredm-Yilga.m 7 548
Moor 6 986
Mount Marshall T30
Mundaring . 7452
Murray 7007
Narrogin 7 851
Rockingham T 427
Roe 7019
Stirling 7583
Toodyay 7015
Vasse 8 061
Warren 7522
Wellington 7631
Gascoyne 3417
Kimberley 3329
Murchison-Eyre 1835
Pllbara .. 6134
Total 550 903
232. SCHOOLS

Geraldton: First-year Enrolmenis

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

(1) How many year 1 students are
enrolled at Government primary
schools in Geraldton?

Can the Minister provide an esti-
mate of how many year 1
students are enrolled at private
schools in Geraldton?

Will the Minister advise the total
capacity of pre-school accommo-
dg'tilon available in Geraldton in
197672

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

2

(3}

(1) 392 Year 1 pupils at 1st August,

1975

{(2) 127 Year 1 pupils at 1lst August,
19

(3) 289 places.

23. GERALDTON MEDICAL CENTRE

Completion and Lease

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Health:

(1) With reference to the Geraldion
medical centre, have the matters
referred to in part (3) of his
answer to question 12 of 2ist
August been satisfactorily re-
solved?

24.

25.
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(2) Is the anticipated date for call-
ing tenders still January 19767

What is the present anticipated
completion date?

Will the Minister please detail
the terms under which doctors
and other services will occupy
facilities at the centre?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) May, 1977.

(4) It is anticlpated that community
health services generally will oc-
gupisg the centre on a rent free

BS1S,

Lease agreements regarding terms
and conditions will he negotiated
with doctors and other private
practitioners,

)]

(4}

This question was postponed.

BEECHBOROQ-GOSNELLS
HIGHWAY

Realignment at Belmont

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for

Urhan Development and Town Plan-

ning:

(1) When were plans Initially ap-
proved and announced for the
Beechboro-Gosnells Highway?

In terms of the original alignment
of the section of the proposed
highway In Belmont was the
property described as lot 563 or
street No. 57 Johnson Street, Bel-
mont, partially or wholly involved?

If the answer to (2) reveals that
the property was partially or
wholly involved will the Minister
explain what action was taken to
notify the owner of this praperty
and when such action was taken?

(a) Has the allgnment of the pro-
posed highway in this area
been officially altered;

(b) If so—

(1) when was the alteration
approved;

(li) is the above residence
now wholly or partially
involved?

Are further moves under way to

realign the proposed highwey in
Belmont?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Plans for the Beechhoro-Gosnells
Highway were incorporated in the
metropolitan reglon scheme which
came into effect on 30th October,
1963.

(2) No.
{3) Not applicable,

2)

(3}

(4)

(5)
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4) (a) Yes; (5) What twrm.ﬂ)cg tbil .‘.hef &!stimsted:
r : current market value o e parcel
AL ((l:; ?esd August, 1974 of land referred to ahove?

&) No (6) Will the Minister ensure that all

- parties interested In purchasing

the abovementioned parcel of land

PENSIONERS have a failr and reasonable oppor-
Complaints of Increased Charges: tunity to do so?

Correspondence

Mr O'Nefl (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier: )

217,

The Carnarvon Shire Council has

(1) Will- he confirm that my letter proposed the closure of portions of
to him of 14th August concern- Wooramel Street, adjacfent to lot
ing complaints received from 1039, held by C. W. Tuckey and
pensioners in respect of the State suggested disposal in part to C. W
Government’s increases in water Tuckey. )
rates, electricity charges and
vehicle registration fees, has not (2) Yes,
been lost? (3) (a) Yes;

(2) Are Members of Parllament to {(b) Coun i -
understand that it is normal to viousdlregggenigltlﬁtlé? {:Jtl;:t
wait three months or more for the land be offered to the ad-
a reply to correspondence to the Joining landholder. The Town
Premier's office? Planning Board advised In

(3) Will he indicate when the let- similar terms for reasons of
ter referred to above will be zoning,
answered? (4) No,

Sir CHARLES COURT replied: (5)

1)

to (3) The delay in reply to the
Member's letter is regretted. Ii is
certainly not normal procedure for
such delays. An gnswer has been
forwarded to the Member.

(6)

3133 000-$10 000 depending on zon-

If closure cccurs disposal will be
made having regard to statutory
rezoning and Section 118A of the
Land Act.

LAND AT CARNARVON
sale HEALTH
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Whale Meal: Mercury Conlamination
Lands: Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
(1) Has the Lands Department re- senting the Minister for Health:
ceived communication from the With reference to his answers to
Carnarvon Shire Council con- my question 27 of Tuesday, 14th
taining s suggestion that a par- October concerning the mercury
cel of prime land blt(e S‘?ld to a contamination in whale meat—
certain Mr C. W. Tuckey? (@) will the Minister indicate
(2) Has the department received ap- who has been given the re-
proaches from other interested sponsibility to conduct the
parties in respect of this parcel investigations referred to in
of land, with a request that the parts (2) and (3) of the
land be]solg by tendﬁr or auti'tégn answer;
as the land in question is prime .
land and because there is o short- (b) whilst some information on
age of good commercial land in mﬁrcury contamination  of
Carnarvon? whale and whale products
has already been submitted
(3) (a) Has the Lands Department to Parliament, will the Min-
sought the views of the Car- ister make all informstion
narvon Shire Council in re- on this subject compiled by
spect of the suggestion that his department available for
the abovementioned parcel of public scrutiny?
land should be sold by tender
or auction; Mr O'NEIL replied:
(b) If so, what was the council’s (a) The Pesticide Residues Advi-
reaction? sory Committee;
(4) Has the Carnarvon Shire Coun- (b) Further Information will be

cil in fact subsequently suggested
that the parcel of land be sold to
Mr Tuckey for a fisure which was
less than $4 000?

made avallable after the re-
port of the Pesticide Residues
Advisory Committee has been
recelved.
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20.

HEALTH

Whale Meal: Mercury Contamination

30.

31,

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:
Further to question 27 of Tues-
day, 14th October, part (4), will
he indicate when his department
proposes to publish information
relating to mercury contamina-
tion of whales and whale pro-
ducts?

Mr OLD replied:

The departmental research officer
involved in these experimental
studies is preparing a paper for
publication In a sclentific journal.
It is not possible to nominate the
issue of the journal and hence
the date of the publication.

‘The department proposes to issue
a Press release for general Infor-
mation following a meeting on
18th November of the Pesticide
Residues Advisory Committee.
This meeting has been specially
called to discuss this issue.

PUBLIC SERVICE
Ministerial Appointments

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
Is the information now available
which the Premier promised to
provide in answer to my question
40 of Tth October, 1975 concern-
ing ministerial appointments in
the Government service?

Bir CHARLES COURT replied:

Yes. I understood it had been for-
warded to the Member.

I have requested that a copy be
supplied, and I shall table it on
Tuesday.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
List for 1976
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
Would he be good enough to list
public holidays for 19767
Mr GRAYDEN replied:

1976 public and bank holidays
under the Public and Bank Holi-

days Act—

1st January, Thursday, New Year's
Day;

26th January, Monday, Australia
Day,;

15t March, Monday, Labour Day;

18th Aprill, Friday, Good Friday;

19th April, Monday, Easter Mon-
day:

25th April, Sunday, Anzac Day—
holiday under the Public and
Bank Holidays Act 1s celebrated
on Monday, 26th April;

32

33.
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Tth June, Monday, Foundation
Day.

11th October, Monday, Queen's
Birthday;

25th December, Saturday, Christ-
mas Day—holiday is celebrated
on Monday, 27th December:

26th December, Sunday, Boxlng
Day—holiday is celebrated on
Tuesday, 28th December;

1st January, 1977, Saturday, New
Year’s Day—holiday 1is cele-
tlagg'tred on Monday, 3rd January,

SCHOOL TERMS
List for 1976

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
Would the Minister be good
ngggh to list school terms for

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Primary and secondary schools—
1st term, 9th FPebruary-14th
May, 1976;

2nd ferm, 31st May-27th August,
1978,

3rd term, 13th September-17th
December, 1976.

Technical schools—

1st term, 23rd Pebruary-15th
May, 1976;

2nd term, 31st May-28th August,
1978;

drd term, 13th September-27th
November, 1976.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Members: Interest in Wood
Chipping Industry

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:

(1} Has any member of the Environ-
mental Protection Authority been
at any time whilst a member of
the authority a director of Inch-
cape (W.A) Pty. Ltd.?

(2) If so, who were directors and are
they still directors?

(3) If a member Is not still a director,
when did such an appointment
cease?

(4} Did such a member who was a
director declare his interest at the
time of considering the marri
woodchip project?

(5) Is any member a shareholder in
Inchcape (W.A) Pty. Lid. or has
any member heen a sharcholder
at any time?
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(8) If so, who were shareholders and
was an interest declared at the
time of the consideration of the
marr]l woodchip project?

(7} What method is used so that in-
terests of members of the EPA are
known and recorded, t{hereby
avolding a conflict of interests?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Mr P. R. Adams; No.
(3} 15th May, 1975.

(4) Yes, I have perused the rele-
vant minutes of the Environ-
mental Protection Authority
meeting and satisfied myself that
such interest was declared.

{5) No.
(6) Answered by (5).

(7> I am advised by the Chairman
of the Environmental Protection
Authority that members declare
their interest and do not vote
when any matter in which they
have an interest arises.

SLOW LEARNING CHILDREN
Training Centre Site

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Has any site been set aside in
either Cockburn, EKwinana or
Rockingham area for the estab-
lishment of a training centre for
slow learning children in the 12
to 18 age group?

(2) If “Yes"—
(a) where is the site;

(b) what plans are in hand for
the construction of such a
centre?

(3) How many such children are pre-
sently registered and awaiting
vacancies for admission to the
existing Premantle centre?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The old Spearwood Primary
site in Rockingham Road,
Spearwood, has been ear-
marked for a special school.

(b} There are no current plans
in hand for the construction
of a special school in the
Cockburn area. The con-
struction of a new special
school on this site will depend
on the future demand for
special school places and the
availability of loan funds.

(3) Nil

35, BUS SERVICES
Single-fare Journeys
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Transport:

If the journey is completed within
the stipulated two hours what
would be the stipulated single bus
fare for any worker travelling be-
tween the undermentioned cen-
tres—

(a) Burns Beach via Wanneroo to
Armadale (40 miles approxi-
mately);

(b) Burns Beach via Wanneroo to
Thomas Road, Kwinana (52
miles approximately),

(c) Midland to Fremantle (24
miles approximately):

(d) Midland to Thomas Road,
Kwinana via Perth and Fre-
mantle (40 miles approxi-
mately);

{(e) Kalamunda to Thomas Road,
Kwinana via Perth and Fre-
mantle (36 miles approxi-
mately);

{f) Kwinana town centre to junc-
tion of Rockingham Road and
Hope Valley Road (3 miles
approximately);

(z) Ewinana town centre to
O'Connor Industrial area (15
miles approximately};

(h) Kwinana town centre to Fre-
mantle terminal (19 miles
approximately) ?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(a) 30c.

(b) 30c.

(c) 30c.

(d) 30c.

(e} 30c.

(f) 30c.

(g) 45¢.

(h) 45c¢.

QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

STATE FORESTS

Acquisition of Land at Manjimup

Mr

THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Lands:

(1

Will he take note that since pub-
liclty was given to the motion
passed in this House on Tuesday,
the 4th November, to give the
Government authority to acquire
Nelson Location 3643, Mr R. V.
Johnson of Heath Road, Kala-
munda, has contacted me to ad-
vise that—

(a) Mr R. P. Johnson, the regis-
tered owner of the land, died
in September, 1942; and
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2)
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(h) there still live In Western
Australla a brother and two
sisters of the registered
owner?

To enable the next of kin to con-

sider their position with respect

to entitlement to this land, will
he delay the passage of the
motion through the Legislative

Council?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:

103
@

Mr

Yes.

It is proposed to proceed with
the motion to obtain pariiamen-
tary approval. Ample time will
be available for next of kin to
consider their entitlement to the
land prior to resumption.

PIONEER QUARRY
Test Blast
BARNETT, to the Minister for

Local Government:

(1)

2)

3

4)

(5)

(6

Is it a fact that the test blast
that took place at the Nettleton
Road, Byford, quarry on Wednes-
day, the 5th November used 500
pounds and 40 pounds of explosive
respeciively ?

Is the estimate of approximatety
400 tonnes of stone dislodged in
the blast correct?

Is it true that Ploneer Quarries
intends to blast only twice o
month and that it intends to begin
operations at a level of 10000
fonnes per monith gradually in-
creasing to 20 000 tonnes?

Is 1t a fact that if Pioneer Quarries
blasts only twice a month for
10 000 tonnes the blasts that take
place will need to use 5 000 pounds
of explosive?

Is the Minister aware that if a
Heense is granted to Ploneer
Quarries to mine 10 000 tonnes per
month now, rising to 20 000 {onnes,
this computes to approximately
40 trucks a day on an outward
journey through Byford and obvi-
ously 40 on a return journey, and
that on the basis of an elght-
hour day this will mean approxi-
mately one truck every five
minutes, increasing untll at
20 000 tonnes there will be one
truck every 24 minutes?

Was the purpose of reducing the
explosive charge by 90 per cent of
what the normal charge will be,
to lull the people of Byford into a
false sense of securlty?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

1)

The two blasts used 450 pounds
and 22 pounds respeciively.

(2) I estimate 800 tonnes.

3.

{3) The company proposes to blast
twice a month at the tonnages
suggested.

(4) The two blasts necessary to dis-
lodge the 10000 tonnes would
reqwixllre 3300 pounds of explosive
each.

(5) The company works on an average
22 days & month allowing 450
tonnes to be carted each day.
Thirty loads would bhe required
averaging & load every elght
minutes. At maximum production
there would be a load every four
minutes.

(6} The test was & simulated hlast.
Equipment was placed in close
proximity to the blast for evalu-
ation purposes and full effects are
to be equated.

ROAD TRAFFIC PATRQL

Infringement Notice: Liberal Party

Member

Mr CLARKC, to the Minister for

Traffic:

(1) Did the Minister receive a letter
from the member for Geraldton,
as Indicated in this morning's
Press, claiming a Read Traffic
Patrol officer had torn up a traffie
infringement ticket for & Liberal
Party helper at Geraldton on
Saturday last?

(2) Did the member or anyone else
report the matter to the Commis-
sioner of Police or the patrol
officer in charge at Geraldton?

(3) Is the report substantiated?
(4) Is the report true or false?
(5) Is any further action anticipated?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the honourable membar
for some notice of the question.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr OCONNOR: Do not members
want a reply? Do not they want
to know the facts? The reply is
as follows—

(1) Yes, I received the letter one
day after a copy was delivered
to the Press.

(2} I am advised they did not.

(3> The letter mentioned no
names and appeared to be
based on hearsay.

(4) The report is false, Infringe-
ment notices are numbered
and none is missing from the
books on the appropriate day;
therefore mnone could have
been torn up.
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(5) We have become accustomed
to false allegations belng
made in an effort to degrade
law and order and the Police
Force. I would say only that
as a matter such as this iIs
easily checked, I would hope
members would act more
responsibly in future.

GOLDMINING

Kalgoorlie Lake View: Government
Assistance

Mr MAY, t0 the Premier:

Will he either table or make avail-
able a copy of the letter forwarded
by the State Government to the
Chairman of ¥Xalgoorlie Lake
View, Mr L. C. Brodie-Hall, out-
lining the State Government's
offer of assistance to Kalgoorlie
Lake View Pty. Ltd.?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

A copy of the telexed letter to Mr
L. C. Brodie-Hall, Chairman of
Kalgoorlie Lake View, under date
the 5th November, 1975, together
with a telex sent to the Prime
Minister on the 4th November,
concerning Kalgoorlie Lake View,
are presented for permission to
to table.

The papers were tabled {see paper No.

531).

CIBE HEADQUARTERS
Breaking and Entering

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:
At the risk of incurring the wrath
of the Minister for Police, I apolo-
gise for very short notice of this
question. It is as follows—
(1) Was there a breaking and
entering at CIB headquarters
overnight?

(2) If “Yes” did the offence occur
in a room in which material
referring to & current Royal
Commission was being photo-
copied?

(3) If “Yes”, which Royal Com-
mission did the material refer
to?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
¢1) to (3) I thank the member for
Balga for some notice of the ques-
tion and advise that I have been
able to obtain only a little detail
since that notice.

There was not a breaking and
entering, but a partition was
broken when s door with a faulty
lock was slammed too hard. That
is the only detail I could obtain.
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CITY OF STIRLING

Relaining Wall Dispute

Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Does he see any tangible progress
having been made towards a solu-
tlon of the dispute between Mr and
Mrs H. Eensitt of 77 Pearl Parade,
Scarborough, Mr D. Kent of 5
Coral Street, Scarborough, and the
City of Stirling In respect of the
construction of a retaining wall he-
tween the above properties?

(2) In view of the fact that this dis-
pute has been golng on for mote
than five years and that the City
of Stirling can clearly be seen to
have been a major contributor to
the events which caused the dis-
pute, will he use every endeavour
to force the city to build the wall
and recover the cost from Kent, 1f
possible?

(3) If “Yes” to (2), can he say what
time limit will be imposed?

(4) If “No" to (2), what and when will
be the next action in regard to the
dispute?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

I thank the honcurable member
for adequate notice of thls ques-
tlon. The answer is as follows—

(1) Yes. The Council of the City
of Stirling has advised that it
1s Initiating action to have the
problem resolved.

(2) The power suggested 1s not
provided in the legislation.

(3) and (4) Answered by (2).

EGGS
Quota Reduction
Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) (a) Has the Minister recelved a
request to implement a cut In
egg quotas?

(b} If 50, when was the approach
made?
(2} (a) Has he made a declsion on the
matter yet?
(b) If so, what Is 1t?

(¢) If not, when can we expect a
decision to be made?

Mr OLD replled:

In reply to the honourable mem-
ber, whom I thank for adequate
notice of the question, I advize as
follows—

(1> (a) Yes.

(b} The 15th October, 1975.
(2) (a) No.
(b) Answered by (2) (a).
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(¢) I have asked the Egg Market-
ing Board for further clari-
ficatlon of some issues and
when this information is re-
ceived a decision will be made.

B. HEALTH
Fish: Mercury Confent

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Wildlife:
In view of the fact that the
Minister has indicated there is
more information available in
respect of mercury in fish than
has been tabled, and in view of
the public interest in this matter,
is he able to advise if there s any
intention of tabling or publishing
further details?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
My understanding is that two
reports are currently being pre-
pared. The first is an analysis of
the Information that was tabled
earller and is being put into the
form of a departmental bulletin
which will be published in about
two or three months' thne.
The second is a much more com-
prehensive study which 15 being
prepared by Dr Hancock and will
he published on a national basis
in, I understand, February or
March of next year,
As this matter is of some concern,
I undertake to table both reports
when they are available,

9. CITY OF MELVILLE
Town Clerk: Replacement

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Local

Government:
Further to question 14 on the
notice peper today: in view of the
fact that this question was passed
by the Speaker and permiited to
be placed on the notice paper,
does the Minister not think an
gnswer should be given to it?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
The member has had my answer,
and if he wishes further details {o
be supplied I would ask him to
place the question on the notlce
paper.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You didn’'t answer it
at all; you said the question was
not allowed to be asked.

HOSPITALS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) (246 pm.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

[ASSEMBLY]

This Bill amends the Hospitals Act, 1927-
19%3 in two areas.

The first amendment is to section 18
(2). This embodies the Government's
policy that no Government should hold the
power to direct an individual doctor how
he may or may not treat his patient. The
existence of such a power is completely
unacceptable to the medieal profession,
there being appropriate mechanisms for
dealing with ethical problems.

The matter of treating individual
patients is one between doctor and patient
and no political power should be interposed
between them. This prineiple is not made
ahundantly clear in the current wording of
the Act and therefore an amendment is
necessary.

The second amendment deals with the
matter of raising fees for doctors’ services
to patients in Government hospitals. The
advent of the Commonwealth-State Hos-
pitals Agreement precludes the raising of
such charges in respect of “hospital”
patients and “out-patients" of recognised
hospitals as defined by the Commonwealth
Health Insurance Act, 1973, The proposed
amendment brings the Hospitals Act, 1927-
1973 into line with the hospitals agreement
and provides that this shall apply so0 long
as & Commonwealth-State Hospitals
Agreement is in force.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Davies.

INTERPRETATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville--Minister for
Works) (248 pm.]l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The sole purpose of this Bill is to repeal
and re-enact section 11 of the Interpreta-
tion Act, 1918-1974.

Members will be aware that whenever
any major new Act or amending Act is
passed which will reguire the making of
regulations or the establishment of an ad-
ministrative organisation or board to
render the Act fully operative from its
commencement date, the new Act or
amending Act concerned generally does not
come into operation when it receives the
Royal Assent, but jts commencement is ex-
pressly deferred until an sppropriate date
is fixed by the Governor by proclamation.

The purpose of section ll-—which has
been contained in the Interpretation Act
since it was first passed in 1918—is to
permit matters principally of a machinery
or regulatory nature to be carried out prior
to the date fixed by proclamation for the
commencement of the Act. Common ex-
amples of things done between the giving
of the Royal Assent and the fixing of the
commencement date by proclamation are
the appointments of members to boards
established by Acts, and the making of
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regulations prescribing procedures and
forms to be used for the proper adminis-
tration of the Acts.

A recent decislon of the Full Court of
the Supreme Court of Victoria—Rex Mul-
doon v. John Lesley Johnstone, judgment
given on the 25th June, 1975—has cast
considerable doubt on the validity of the
exercise of powers under section 11 in its
applieation to an amending Act as distinct
from & new or original Act.

A perusal of the reasons for the juds-
ment indicates that the court was of opin-
fon that the equivalent provision of the
Acts Interpretation Act, 1958, of Victorls,
which for all relevant purposes is indis-
tinguishable from section 11 of the Inter-
pretation Act of Western Australla, did not
confer power to make regulations or to
issue or approve other statutory instru-
ments where the regulations or instruments
were Iintended to make the amendments
effected by the amending Act fully operable
upon the date fixed for the proclamation of
the amending Act. Such regulations or
instruments could be validly meade only If
they were necessary to make the original
Act fully operable upon its commencement.

The decision of the Full Court of
Victorla reveals a deficiency which has
existed for over 50 years in the Interpre-
tatlon Act of this State and in the equiva-
lent provisions of the Interpretation Acts of
all other States and the Commonwealth.
It is understood that all other States and
the Commonwesalth are consldering amend-
ing their respective Interpretation Acts to
overcome the deflclency exposed by the Vie-
torlan decislon, and in fact the terms of
the Bill now before the House have been
arrived at after conferences of Parllamen-
tary Counsel representing all States and
the Commonwealth.

The sectlon as proposed to be re-enacted
by the Bill will permit regulations to he
made, appointments to be made, and
other action to be taken after the date of
assent to any Act, be it an orlginal or
amending Act, but prior to the date fixed
by proclamation for the commencement of
the Act or amending Act.

Members may care to know, however,
that even as re-enacted the section pro-
vides that any regulation, instrument or
other action taken under the gection does
not confer any right or Impose any lia-
bility upon any persen prior to the date
fixed by proclamation for the commence-
ment of the Act concerned unless the con-
trary is necessary or expedient for making
the Act concerned fully operative at its
commencement.,

The Bill 1s in essence a technical one
which Is intended to restate section 11 in
terms which will give it the effect which 1t
has always assumed to have had, and 1
commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Bertram.
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FARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Treasurer) [2.54 p.n.): I move—

That the Bl be now read a second
time,

The present parliamentary superannuation
scheme came into operation on the 1st
January, 1970, replacing the original
%lgzme which had been in operaticn since

. While the present scheme is g vast
improvement on its predecessor there are a
number of features which need review in
the light of changes since 1970, in similar
schemes in other States.

As members are aware, the present basic
pension entitlement is 30 per cent of basic
salary increasing hy 1 per cent for each six
months of contributory service in excess of
seven years to & maximum of 66 per cent
after 25 years,

By comparlson with other parltamentary
schemes in Australla, this method of cal-
culating pension entitlements produces g
Less favourable benefit for retiring mem-

ers,

In New BSouth Wales, Victorla, and
Queensland the maximum benefit s 70 per
cent of basic salary after 20 years but
members contribute 114 per cent of salary
compared with 10 per cent In Western
Australia. In South Australia, where the
maxtmum henefit 1s 75 per cent after 22
years 1 month, a member also contributes
11% per cent of salary.

It would take 23 years for a 10 per cent
contributlon to amount to the total paid
over 20 years at the rate of 114 per cent
and accordingly, a maximum benefit of 70
per cent of baslic salary after 23 years’ con-
tributory service is considered appropriste
for Western Australia by comparison with
other States,

The Bill proposes, therefore, that the
basic pension entitlement after seven years
of contribution to the fund, be 38 per cent
of the basic parllamentary salary at the
date a person ceased to be a member, In-
creasing by 1 per cent for each further
six months of contributory service to a
maximum of 70 per cent for 23 years of
contributory service.

In the case of pensions at present being
paid to former members and widows of
former members, the Bill provides for
them to be recalculated on the proposed
new basis and increased accordingly. It is
proposed that the increase be payable with
effect on and from the first pension day
in January, 1976.

Under the provisions of the existing
scheme, a member has to maintaln his
contributions to the fund during service
beyond the period of 25 years required to
attract the maximum benefit. It has been
suggested that contributions ought to cease
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when a member becomes entitled to the
maximum benefit,

However, as members will appreciate,
the calculation of pension entitlement takes
into account not only length of con-
tributory service but also any additional
salary resulting from the occupancy of
higher office. As such salary will be taken
into account for any period beyond 23
years, it is proposed that contributions to
the fund should continue but at the re-
duced rate of 5 per cent of salary.

It 1s also proposed to amend the method
of updating pensions payable under the
scheme,

At present the pensions payable to
former members or their widows are ad-
justed according to the movement in the
basic parliamentary salary from time to
time. However, the adjustment is made
only to the State’s share of pension which
is assumed to be two-thirds of the {otal
pension. There is no adjustment of the
remaining one-third.

The existing method of updating Is to
be changed to provide increases in the
total pension according to movements In
the Consumer Price Index for Perth. This
1s the method now used to adjust the
pensions of former judges and retired
Government officers.

The first cost-of-living adjustment under
the new method is to take effect on and
from the first pension day in January,
1976. Subsequent adjustments are to be
made each January thereafter in accord-
ance with the percentage movement in
the Consumer Price Index for the previous
year. Where a pension has been in force
for 12 months, the full percentage increase
1s to be applied. Where it has not been
pald for a full year, 25 per cent of the
increase Is to be applied for each complete
quarter the pension has been paid.

As existing pensions have been or are
being Increased under the present method
of updating to take into account move-
ments in the Consumer Price Index for
March, 1975, and June, 1975, quarters, the
January, 1976, adjustment to pensions
will have regard only to the movement in
the CPI from the 1st July, 1975, to the
31st December, 1995.

However, the increase will not take place
until official notification of the December
Consumer Price Index 1s recetved from
the Commonwealth Statistician which is
expected towards the end of January or
early in February next year, but it will
apply retrospectively to the first pension
day in January.

Provision is made in the Bill to protect
the pension rights of any member who
may elect to resign from one House In
order to contest a seat In the other. Under
the present legislation, there Is no pro-
vision to preserve continuity of member-
ship between the date of resignation and
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the date upon which the election for the

contested seat is conducted.

Another provision which has been
reviewed is the benefit payable to a former
member’s widow where the whole or part
of his pension entitlement has been con-
verted to a lump sum at retirement. Under
the present scheme, a widow's pension Is
based on the portion of the member's
pension remaining after conversion to a
lump sum.

It Is a provision common to other State
parliamentary schemes and also to the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act,
that where a contributor exchanges part
of his pension for a lump sum, his widow
is entitled to receive a pension based on
the full pension for which he had con-
tributed, irrespective of whether his pen-
sion had been reduced by commutation.

It is considered that a similar provision
should apply In the parliamentary scheme
in this State. I believe that when we en-
acted the orlginal legislation we made a
mistake in not inecluding this particular
provision. It seemed logical at the time to
accept the fact that when a member had
received a lump sum if should be the finish
of the matter, but it had no regard for
the hardship that could be caused to his
widow or for the fact that pensions were
based on certain actuarlal calculations
which could reasonably have been assumed
to take care of the widow. I think this is
a desirable adjustment,

Therefore, it is proposed that the widow
of a former member be entitled to five-
eighths of the pension which her late hus-
band would have been recelving, had he
not converted part of it to a lump sum.

It is considered that this benefit should
apply also in the case of a widow of a
former member who qualified for pension,
but being under 40 years of age at the
time of retirement, received the whole of
his entitlement in the form of a lump sum.

Provislon has been made for such a
widow to be entitled to five-eighths of
the pension which her husband would have
been receiving at the time of his death
had his pension not been converted.

Other aspects of widows’ pensions have
been reviewed and several changes are
proposed.

Under the present scheme, in order to
qualify for a pension, the widow of a
former member must have been married to
him at the time he ceased to be a member.
Moreover, pension ceases on the widow's
remarriage and cannot be reinstated.

These provisions fall well short of those
contained in the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Act and 1t has been decided
to bring them into line.

The Bill therefore provides that where
marriage occurs prior to retirement, the
widow's pension would cease only if she
remarried before attaining the age of 55



{Thursday, 6 November, 19751

years, but in this event it would be re-
stored on the termination of that
remarriage. It is also proposed that where
marriage to a former member cccurs afier
retirement, the widow be entitled to a
pension from the date of her husband’s
death if she Is then aged 55 or more, or
from the time she attains the age of 55
years if she were less than that age when
she became a widow and had not remar-
ried.

I regret that so much of this speech
deals with widows. I am not suggesting
it is of any significance, but it happens
to be one of those rather sordid matters
we have to deal with if we are to make
provision for the widows. However, looking
around the Chamber ii is my view that
members may relax at the moment!

Under existing legislation, an aillowance
is payable on the death of a member or
former member to any of his children
under the age of 21 years undergoing a
full-time course of education. In keeping
with other schemes, it is proposed to raise
the age limit to 25 years and provision
has been made in the Bill accordingly.

At present, an allowance is not payable
where children of a former member are
the issue of a marriage contracted after
he ceased tc be a member, This provision
is to be repealed to permit payment of
children’'s allowances irrespective of when
the former member's marriage cccurred.

I am sure members will agree that the
proposed changes to the scheme are both
realistic and desirable.

I appreciate the work that has been
done by Mr K. J. Townsing in reviewing
the whole guestion and putting a submis-
sion to us. I belleve the adjustments pro-
posed are sensible and very necessary, in
the lieght of the changed eircumstances and
what is available in a number of other
schemes, including the schemes of the
other States as well as the ordinary scheme
under the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Act catering for the public
servants of this State.

I commend the Bill to members.

D-bate adjourned, on motion by Mr J. T.
Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
TRIBUNAL ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Treasurer) [3.06 pm.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I should explain the reason for reversing
the order on the notice paper of this Bill
and the Judges' Salaries and Pensions Act
Amendment Bill. As members will appreci-
ate, the Bill before us has to be dealt with
before the one 1 have just mentioned.
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The purpose of this measure is to facili-
tate the periodic adjustment of judges’
salaries by eliminating the need for legis-
lation at regular intervals in order to give
effect to recommendations made by the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal.

As members know, the tribunal is re-
quired to inquire into and to report from
time to time on the remuneration of
judges of the Supreme Court and of the
District Court, but it can recommend only
the nature and extent of the alterations
that should he made.

As the annual salaries payable to judges
are now fixed under the provisions of the
Judges’ Salaries and Penslons Act, it be-
comes necessary to amend that Act on
every occasion it is decided to vary their
remuneration, which is a most cumber-
some procedure.

In fact, if recommendations are to be
made by the tribunal at frequent intervals,
as may well prove to be the case for some
time at least, an almost intolerable situa-
tion will arise.

Even in the event of only one annual
adjustment of judges' saleries, it would be
necessary to introduce legislation once s
year which is not of course favoured hy
the Government.

We have therefore considered other
methods which could be used to authorise
alterations to the remuneration of judges.

One such method which is contained in
the Bill now before members is to provide
for a recommendation made by the
tribunal to come into operation unless
either House of Parliament passes a reso-
lution disapproving the recommendation.

It is necessary, of course, to limit the
time during which recommendations could
be rejected and a period of 15 sitting days,
after a copy of the trbunal's report has
been tabled, has been allowed for this pur-
pose. If I remember rightly, 15 days is the
period specified in the Commonwealth
legislation,

The recommendation made by the
tribunal in its first report resulted in an
amendment to the Judges’ Salaries and
Pensions Act which now prescribes the
annual salaries payable from the 8th
August, 1975.

Action has not yet been taken tp further
amend the Act in order to give effect to
the tribunal’s recommendation which was
contained in its second report, to increase
the remuneration of judges by 3.5 per cent
from the 19th September, 1975, and no such
action will be required if this measure is
passed.

The second report was tabled on the 16th
Qctober, 1975, and if the provisions in the
Bill are accepted, & period of 15 sitting
days after the Tth November, 1975, will be
available to elther House to disapprove the
recommendation should this course be
decided upon.
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However, an amendment to the Judges'
Salaries and Pensions Act will be necessary
to make the salaries now prescribed in
that Act subject to the provisions of the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Act, and
a Bill for this purpose will be introduced
immediately after this one.

The proposed method of varying judges'
salaries is a simple one and will avoid the
necessity for future amendments fo the
Act in order to give effect fto the recom-
mendations of the tribunal which are not
disapproved by either House.

By way of amplification, members will
recall that when we introducedq the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Bill,
all of the salaries and allowances that
are covered by that legislation are de-
terminations, with one exception; and that
is the salaries and allowances relating to
judges of the Supreme Court and Dis-
trict Court.

At that tlme they were insistent that
the final decision in respect of their
salaries had to be made by Parliament.
It seemed to me to be a little cumber-
some but it was thelr wish. It meant
that we might easily have had to intro-
duce two or three Bills each year to give
effect to the requirements of the Act. I
do not think that was foreshadowed.

There were a number of alternatives.
One was to follow the course of introduc-
ing a Bill every time it was necessary
to make an adjustment. An alternative
was the course we now propose to follow
whereby we will table recommendations,
and if those recommendations are not dis-
allowed by the Parliament they will be-
come fully effective.

The SPEAKER: Would members please
watch the level of their conversation?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Under the pro-
posed system we belleve Parliament will,
in effect, approve the salaries because
Parllament has within its powers—in the
positive act of tabling the recommenda-
tions—a provision in fthe legislation to
disallow the recommendations.

Mr Jamieson: A period of 15 days seems
to be an unduly long time. It is longer
than most of our other statutory require-
ments.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I intend to deal
with that point in a moment, A number
of variations of the proposed scheme were
canvassed but it was eventually felt that
the simple way to make adjustments was
to table the documents and allow a period
of 15 days for objection. I queried the
15-day provislon, but it is the period al-
lowed in Commonwealth legislation.

Mr Jamieson: But you have often said
there is no need to follow Commonwealth
legislation.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I originally sug-
gested there needed to be a period of
only six days.
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Mr Jamleson_: A period of 15 days is
virtually five sitting weeks, and it seems
to be too long.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I originally sug-
gested six days, which would be two sit-
ting weeks. If Parliament decided not
to move during that time it would indi-
cate there was no objection. However,
15 days was eventually brought forward
and I did not dispute it because it was
an academic question,

Mr Jamieson: They will have to wait
g long time for their increases.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I agree with the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. Five
sitting weeks could he a complete parlia-
mentary sitting. Apparently the Com-
monwealth has agreed to 15 days. If
anyone was to move for the disallowance
of the recommendations they would move
fairly quickly, and would not be reticent
in taking the appropriate action. We
would then have an indication that the
recommended sum might be disallowed.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
J. T. Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

STATE FORESTS

Revocation of Dedication: Council's
Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly’s resolution,

Acquisition of Land at Manjimup.
Council's Message
Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly’s resolution.

JUDGES’ SALARIES AND PENSIONS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—

Treasurer) [3.14 pm.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
In certain respects the existing pension
benefits of retired judges and the widows
of former judges, are deficlent and need
revision which is the maln object of the
measure now before members,

At present, a retired judge who has
attained 60 years and has served for not
less than 10 years in that capacity, is
entitled to a pension equal to 50 per cent
of salary at date of retirement. The pen-
slon 15 adjusted annually according to
movements in the Consumer Price Index.

Where a judge has served for less than
10 years, his pension entitlement is 30
per cent of salary If retirement occurs
before he has completed six years' service
as a judge. For each complete year of
service in excess of flve years he is entiiled
to an additional 4 per cent of salary until
he reaches the maximum benefit of 50 per
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cent of salary after 10 years’ service. A
widow recelves 50 per cent of her late
husband's pension entitlement.

A pension equal to 50 per cent of salary
at date of retirement, after 10 years’
service as a judge and the benefits at
present applying for service of less than
10 years, are considered reasonable and
indeed, they are favourable by comparison
with the pension henefits of others who
also serve the State In varlous capacities.
Therefore, it 1s not proposed to vary these
existing benefits.

On the other hand, the present benefit
for the widow of a former judge of 50 per
cent of her late husband’s entitlement is
low by comparison with other Government
penslon schemes in this State.

The Blll therefore contalns a provision
to lift the rate of benefif payable to the
widow of a former judge, to five-eighths
(62.5 per cent) of her late husband’s
entitlement which Is the rate for widows
of former members of Parliament. The
rate for widows of former public servants
is 62.8 per cent.

Under the provisions of the Act as it
now stands, the penslon of a former
judge's widow who was married to him
before he ceased to be a judge, terminates
on her remarriage but if she married
him after he ceased to be a judge, she
has no pension entitlement.

These provisions are far less generous
than those provided for under the Super-
annuation and Family Benefits Act and
there appears to be no good reason for not
bringing the two into line.

The Bill therefore provides for the
pension of a former judge's widow who
was married to him before he ceased to
be a judge, to terminate only if she re-
married before attalning the age of 55
years, but In this event her pension would
be restored on the termination of that
remartriage.

In the case of a former judge’s widow
who married him after he ceased to be a
judge, it is proposed that she be entitled
to a penston from the date of her hus-
band's death If she is then aged 55 or
more, or from the time she attains the
age of 55 if she were less than that age
when she became a widow and had not
remarried.

Since January, 1972, pensions payable
to retired judges and the widows of former
judges have been increased annually ac-
cording to movements in the Consumer
Price Index and it is proposed to continue
with this method of updating pensions.
However, there is a time lag at present,
in applying the initial updating to a pen-
sion and if is proposed to amend the Act
in order to reduce this delay.

Under the existing provisions of the
Act, the first updating of a pension can
be delayed for perlods of up to two years
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which is quite unreasonable in current
economic elrcumstances.

The Bill provides that where on the 1lst
January in any year, a pension has been
in ;orce for at least 12 months, it is to
be increased by the full percentage move-
ment in the Consumer Price Index for the
previous year.

In the case of a pension which has been
in force for less than 12 months on the 1st
January in any year, it is to be increased
by 25 per cent of the movement in the
Consumer Price Index for the previous
year, for each whole quarter that the pen-
sion has heen in force.

The proposed new provisions speed u
the first updating of a pension and conI-,
form with those laid down in the Super-
annuation and Family Benefits Act,

The opportunity has also been taken to
bring allowances for the dependent chil-
dren of a deceased judge into line with
those prescribed in the Superannuation
and Famlly Benefits Act for dependent
c¢hildren of a contributor or former con-
:;{'élgutor to the fund established under that

The present allowance in respect of the
dependent child of a deceased judge is
only $2 per week which has remained un-
changed since 1950. The allowance applies
only to children under 16 years of age,

The rate currengly applying under the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act
is $8 per week for each child under 18
years or student child under 25 years,
where the contributer or penstoner is sur-
vived by a spouse. Where hoth parents are
deceased, the rate is the greater of $10 per
week and an amount based on the national
widow’s pension.

At present, the annual salaries payable
to judges are fixed under the provisions of
the Judges’ Salaries and Pensions Act and
as members know, it has been necessary in
the past to amend the Act on every occa-

slon it was decided to increase their re-
muneration,

In my speech on the Salaries and Al-
lowaqces Tribunal A¢t Amendment Bill, 1
explained a proposed new method of ef-
fecting changes in judges’ salaries which
will do away with the need to amend the
Judges' Salaries and Pensions Act in order
to implement recommendations made from

time to time by the Salarle: -
ances Tribunal. s and Allow

In the Bill now before members, provi-
sion is made to make the salaries now
presc_ribed in the Judges’ Salaries and
Pensions Act subject to the provisions of
the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Act
whigh, of course, is essential if the ob-
jective of the proposed new method of
varying judges’ salaries is to be achieved.

Members will appreciate that it Is not an
easy exerclse to arrive at a pensfon scheme
for judges. In many cases they take up
their appointment at a very mature age,
and in fact, it Is necessary that they have
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proved themselves in thelr profession be-
fore they are invited to the Bench. This
means that the perio@ of service is often
so restricted that a pension scheme of the
normal type would be impossible in prac-
tically every case. We have to allow also
for the fact that we may in future have
some judges coming to the Bench at s
younger age than In the past with the new
District Court scheme, ’

In preparing these amendments, those
responsible have endeavoured to look at the
total situation and to upgrade the scheme
in a general way relating to all judges, and
particularly to those In the Supreme Court,
but at the same time having full regard for
the fact that we now have a new type of
judge of recent years; namely, the District
Court judge.

I helieve this scheme 1s a realistic one. 1
should add that there was some aglitation to

have the scheme related to a percentage of-

the current salary of a judge, but after
mature consideration, the Government
declded against this and opted for the CPI
adjustment system such as prevalls in the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act,
and also under the parliamentary super-
annuation scheme,

Debate adjourned on motton by Mr J, T.
Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

BILLS (3): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Lieutenant-Governor
recelved and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the following
Bills—

1. Parliamentary Superannuation Act

Amendment Bill.
2. Judges’ Salarles and Pensions Act
Amendment Bill,

3. Balaries and Allowances Tribunal Act
Amendment Bill,

APPROPRIATION BILL
{CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Commitiee

Resumed from the 5th November. The
Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chalir; Sir Charles Court (Treasurer)
in charge of the Bil.

Vote: Premier’s Deparitment—3$966 000—

Item No. 1: Saleries and Allowances,
generally, $501 000—

Progress was reported after the item had
been partly consldered.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 undertook to
obtain information on two counts for the
member for Vietorla Park whenh we were
discussing this particular item last evening.
One of these related to the method of
expressing the number of employees budget-
ed for in each of the departments, and the
other was related to the actual establish-
ment of the Premier’s Department itself.
If I may, I will respond briefly to the hon-
ourable member’s request.
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For at least two consecutlve years the
member for Victorla Park has taken an
Interest in the method of expressing the
number of employees, actual or budgeted
for, In each department. Last year I ex-
plained that we were undergoing a trans-
itlon from one method to another in an
effort to try to arrive at something which
was more easlly understood, and which in
fact was more correct in its presentation.
It is not always easy to do this, as I will
explain. For instance, the fizures in my
own department show a number of em-
bloyees on the staff at the 1st July, 19475,
when in actual fact some of these people
were on the staff for a matter of days only.
However, they had to be Included on the
basis that they were staff members at that
time, although on temporary assignment,

I would llke to deal firstly with the
question of presentation, and I will give a
summary of the position which I hope will
answer the honourable member's querfes. I
would like him to let me know If it does not
do this, and I will obtain further informa-
tion for him,

The member for Victoria Park has again
sought an explanation of the change in
presentaticn of departmentel staf num-
bers in the Estimates.

As previously explained to the House, the
figures shown in the Estimates for 1973-74
and earlier years were not comparahle and
led to confusion in debate on departmental
estimates.

The figures shown for the current year
were as at the lst July and comprised
staff on pay-roll plus vacant items, he-
cause provision had to be made in the
Estimates for the filling of those items.

The figures for the previous year were
staff on the pay-roll—excluding vacant
items—as at the 30th June; that is, one
day earlier, The diferences shown hetween
the two columns therefore reflected only
vacant items at the end of the year and
gave no information on increases in actual
establishment.

The new series, presented for the first
time in the Estimates for 1974-75, show
approved establishment at the commence-
ment of the Budget year divided into staff
actually on pay-roll, vacant items, and
temporary assistance. Full information on
the establishment of departments and the
extent to which actusl staff numbers fall
short of this fisure due to vacant items
may therefore be ascertained by members
from the new presentation.

Comparison -between the figures given
in the Estimates for the current year and
for 1974-75 indicate the extent to which
the approved establishment of depart-
ments hes inereased between the lst July
each yeur. I emphasise the words “ap-
proved establishment” because that might
be aifferent from the actual numbers en-
gaged. This information could not be ob-
tained from the previous presentation.
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In the case of larger departments such
a5 the Education Department, it was be-
coming increasingly difficult to fit all in-
formation in the space available and the
presentation was extremely cramped.

In the new series therefore, only one
column of staff numbers has been shown
but the amount of detail given in the dis-
section of staff categories has been greatly
expanded. Reference to the salaries es-
timates for the Education Department in
the Estimates for 1973-74 and for the cur-
rent vear will make this polnt clear,

It was considered that in this way, more
information could be given to Parliament
and more meaningful comparisons could be
made although this necessarily requires
members to refer to the Estimates for the
previous year,

If we are to revert to showing all data
for the previous year in the current year’s
Estimates, consideration would need to be
given to a changed form of presentation.

After members understanhd this, I think
they will appreciate that from this year
onwards we will build up & much more
reliable record than we have had in the
past, because we are working on approved
establishments and not on a figure which,
in my own experience, was not a very
satisfactory basis on which to make any
assessment.

I repeat for the benefit of the member
for Victoria Park, if he wants further
amplification of this presentation after he
has studied it, I will be only too pleased
to give it to him, because he and I seem
to be the only two members in this House
who are interested in it, and we both seem
to have the same problems. I believe we
have now resolved the problem in a way
which is satisfactory and which from this
year onward will provide a relative basis
for comparison.

I have a complete list of the Premier’s
Department staffing for the year ended the
30th June, 1975, and for the vear to the
30th June, 1976: however, I do not wish
to delay the Committee by reading the
list. I undertake to make the figures avail-
able to the member for Victoria Park for
his perusal. I believe he was temporarily
out of his seat when I mentioned that the
staff numbers shown in the column as at
the 1st July, 1975, included all those people
actually employed at that time. However,
some of those people were temporarily en-
gaged, and it so happened that the list
was compiled at that time. If it had been
compiled on a different date the numbers
would have been down to that extent. Also,
additional staffl was engaged in preparation
for the 150th anniversary celebrations.

Mr JAMIESON: While I thank the Pre-
mier for his explanation, I believe than an
increase In staff from 33 to 50 15 a fairly
large one, desplte the fact that some of
these people may have been working on a
temporary bhasis. The Government has
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expressed a policy of limiting fairly sub-
stantlaily the increase in public servants,
because of the prevailing economic circum-
stances, and it would appear that the
Premier’s Department is not setting a very
good example,

The member for Victoria Park asked why
the number had increased to such an ex-
tent, and I do not believe the Premier has
provided the Committee with an adequate
explanation. He explained the problems
associated with printing another column
in the Estimates, but did not indicate why
his staff should increase from 33 to 50. 1
assume there may have been four or five
temporary workers at the time the figures
were extracted; however, this still leaves
us with a fairly substantial increase in
whag is a purely administrative depart-
ment.

The Premler’'s Department is not like the
Public Works Department or the " State
Housing Commission, where there are
people working in other than a purely
administrative capacity. If the Premier's
Department has Increased hy 17 In one
year, what will be the sltuation at the
beginning of the next financial year? The
number quite possibly would have grown
to 75 and thus the staff of the Premier's
Department would have more than doubled
over a period of only two years,

I suggest that the situation needs watch-
ing if the Premier is to set & good example
to the other Government departments.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will gladly
provide members with the full infermation,
because there is a very simple explanation
for what might appear to he a large per-
centage increase. I assure the member for
Welshpool that there is no Premier's De-
partment in Australia which 1s run as
econcmically as ours; in fact, we are often
criticised for keeping the numbers down
too low.

The honourable member should appreci-
ate that since last year, an additional
portfolio has been added to the ministry,
which must be incorporated within the
Premier's Department. I refer to the
portfolio of Federal Affairs, which comes
under me; additional staff comes with that
portfolio. Also, additional officers have been
engaged in connection with the 150th anni-
versary celebrations: again, these officers
come within the Premier’s Department.
Quite a number of other items have been
added. It looks as though in my efforts
to save time, I have been misunderstood
so I had better read out the list.

Last year under the heading of the
Leader of the Opposition, which comes
under the Premier's Department, there
were two clerks and two typists; this year
the same situation applied. Last year, the
Leader of the Country Party had one
typist; this year he hag no typist. Last
yvear, the Deputy Leader of the Country
Party had one typist, but this year he has
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no typist. The Secretary of the Parlia-
mentary Labor Party has one typist,

whereas last year he did not have any
staff. The Honorary Minister In charge
of matters relating to Federa! Affairs has
one clerk and one typist; last year, the
situation did not apply. The Parliament-
ary Secretary of the Cabinet has one clerk
and one typist; last year, he had none
because the position was only recently
created.

Under the heading of “Administration”,
Jast year we had one under-secretary, one
assistant under-secretary, and one clerk,
and this vear the same situation applies,
Under the heading “Public Relations” last
yvear, we had one public relations officer,
four assistant public relations officers, and
one clerical assistant:; this year we have
one public relations officer, four assistant
public relations officers, one elerical assis-
tant and one telex operator, who is shared
with the Treasury and we contribute
only half her salary, but who still
is counted as one staff member, This per-
son services many departments, but must
be located somewhere. Under the heading
of “Reception”, last year we had one recep-
tlon officer and two clerks, whereas this
year we have one reception officer. two
clerks, two additional assistant clerks on
a temporary basis, and onhe typist.

Under the heading of “Records”. we had
three clerks last vear, whereas this year we
have three clerks and three additional
asgistant clerks on a temporary basis.
Under “Accounts”. last year we had three
clerks. and this year we have three clerks
and one relieving officer. Last year. the
private secretary to the Premier had one
nrivate secretary, whereas this year he
has two private secretaries. Last year, we
had seven typists, and this vear we have
eleht typists and one additional assistant
typist on a temporary basls. Last year, we
had one graduate assistant temporarily
allocated from the Publie Service Board,
whereas this vear we have two graduate
assistants employed on the same basis.

That is how the figure of 50 is arrived
at. It chould be mentioned that the Prem-
ier's Department has to absorb some peoplie
for whom there is no other home, and
these people apoear as staff numbers in
the Estimates. I believe If members look
at the breakup of staff they will find that
the question should be, “Why do we have
so few?” rather than, “Why do we have
s0 many?”

Mr DAVIES: 1 thank the Premier for
his explanation. However, on a quick look
through the notes, the position is not
altered from the information eontained in
his letter of about the 20th June last year.
My complaint was that to0 make any com-
parison at all. one would have to get the
previous year’s figures and compare them
with the figures for this year.

We are eomparing the staff number as
at the 1st July, 1974, with those applying
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as at the 1st July, 1975, therefore we are
comparing like with like. Although there
may have been some small differences,
there is no great expansion of the infor-
mation provided to members. Indeed, If we
compared the two publications, we would
find that the only difference is that last
yvear there was an item shown as, “One
vacant position” which is not shown this
year; the only other difference is that
there are 41 clerks, typists, etc. shown as
at the lst July, 1975, compared with 24
for the previous year. That is where the
increase of 17 seems to lie.

Although I am sure we will find from the
list that there is a reason for these quite
considerable Increases, the fact remains
that last year the Premier said it would
be better this yvear; however, we find the
position this year is exactly the same as
it was last year, Unless both columns are
included and we can compare the staff
numbers for the two years we will never
improve the sifuation. As I sald, the Gov-
ernment’s claim that additional informa-
tion would be provided is not being put
into effect.

However, I will accept the explanation
and point out I do not think it is very
satisfactory, There will be otlier times, I
hope, for me to have a closer look at it,
and that will be after I have further ex-
amined the information given here. We
are comparing like with like.

Sir Charles Court: You are not.

Mr DAVIES: We are comparing what
the position was when the Estimates were
brought down and the staff numbers given
as at the first day of the new financial
vear; and again in these Estimates we are
comparing the same staff numbers, and
the information given in the two Budgets
is almost word for word.

We are comparing the position as it was
on the first day of the new financial year,
So far as comparing like with like f{s
concerned, we are using the same day in
each financial year as the datum peg;
that is the only one we can use, because
previously the staff was shown as al the
last day of the financlal year and what It
was proposed 1t would be durlng the com-
ing year. We were not comparing like with
llke then because Jn each case it was
shown what it was estimated the staff
would be.

We are in a better position except that
two columns are not shown. If the Treas-
urer has g look at last year’s Budget and
this yvear's Budget he will find the word-
ing is almost identical, and the information
I claim the Committee should have reas-
onably to assess the staff numbers is not
shown in the Revenue Estimates.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not know
what one must do to explain these matters
to the honourable member. If he does not
want to accept my explanation and the
explanation of the senior Treasury officers
there 1s nothlng we can do.
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He is not comparing like with like,
Last year we were comparing the flgure
which fell on the 30th June, though it is
certainly shown in the Estimates as at the
1st July each year indicating the actual
number of people on the pay-roll.

This time so that members may get
a more accurate or, I might even =ay
a more honest statement of the posi-
tion, the figure shown will be the approved
establishment on the 1st July.

There could be a lot of people who are
individually employed; they may not be
avallable; they could be specialists who
cannot be engaged, but at least that is
the flgure approved; and that is the staff
on which every department is allowed to
base its operations, The extent to which
they can econcmise is a matker we ap-
plaud. In some cases, as the honcurable
member knows, 1t s not unusual during the
year for the departmental head to go to
his Minister, or to the Public Service
Board, and do a little switching around
within his Budeet. This is a matter of
good sense and adminisiration.

If the honourable member will look at
page 2 of my nhotes he will find that the
first paragraph is pertinent. It reads as
follows—

The figures for the previous year
were staff on the pay-roll—exciuding
vacant items—as at the 30th June,
that is, one day earlier.

And they were still shown on the 1st
July. To continue—

The differences shown between the
two columns therefore reflected only
vacant items at the end of the year
and gave no information on increases
in actual establishment,

Mr Davies: What are the two eclumns
you are referring to?

8ir CHARLES COURT: The two columns
of the Estimates.

Mr Davies: There are not two columns
on the Estimates,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know; but
there is a column for last year and onhe
for this year. There is no inteniion of re-
casting the Estimates at the present time
to put in an extra column each year, be-
cause If we did s0 we would have to go
into a much more elaborate addition for
no greater result.

Mr Davies: You have carried two
columns for years.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I suggest the
honourable member study the matter, and
if he is not satisfied the officers will be
only too pleased to explain the situation
to demonstrate what they are trving to do
is to provide a better and more reliable
position to Parliament than has been the
case in the past.

I am not suggesting anyone has tried to
fiddle things In the past; it is the way
they have been presented, and the actual
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method of assessment used for the purpose
of this column. Having considered the
matter with the former Under-Treasurer
and the new Under-Treasurer, I believe
the prsent system s a desirable one.

Mr Devies: Does the present column
differ in any way from the one shown
last year?

Sitting suspended jfrom 3.45 toc 4.06 p.m.

Mr DAVIES: I will accept the invitation
fssued by the Premier to talk to Mr
MecCarrey. The fact remains that the
situation was altered last year from that
which had previously existed for many
years. I have here a copy of the Estimates
for the year ended the 30th June, 1973,
and in the Premier's Department there
are two columns which show the number
of persons, one for 1971-72 and one for
1972-173. For the year ended the 30th June,
1975, the Estimates show only one column
for the staff numbers as at the lst July,
1974. This year's Estimates have one
column also showing the staff numbers as
at the 1st July, 1975. So the stafi numbers
are as for the first day of the new financial
year. Those staff numbers represent the
maximum establishment of the department
for the coming year. It does not mean
the staff employed on that date. It In-
cludes, as I know from the Premier’s letter
and his notes read this afternoon, the
maximum establishment for that year.

S0, what we are looking at now is the
maximum establishment for the Premier’s
Department for the end of the current
financial year, Whether or not it changes
is immaterial. What I was comparing was
the maximum establishment for the year
past, because that is indicated quite clearly
in the Premier's letter of the 24th June
and in his notes today. So, we are com-
paring like with llke.

I agree the previous presentation was
not acceptable, but what he tells us is that
the system was altered. However, what
Mr MecCarrey seems to have overlooked is
that it wes aitered last year, The same
procedure is being used this year. There-
fore there seems to be some basis of com-
parison and that is the only basis upon
which it can rest,

I make no withdrawal whatever because
I still maintain there has been no change
and if there has been a change it is cer-
tainly not indicated in elther of the two
documents.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Can I go back
to the old order of presentation? To make
sure we are dealing with the old order, let
us go back to 1971. I have here the Esti-
mates for the year ended the 30th June,
1971, when we had two columns. One
carried the figures for the year before and
the other carried the figures for the cur-
rent year. I am looking at Division 7
which was then the Premier’s Department,
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Those Estimates show the number of per-
sons for 1969-70 in one column and the
number for 1970-71 in the other.

The blg argument which ensued then
was that these figures were not a true
declaration of the actual establishment of
the departments which had heen approved
whether the men were engaged or not.

Last year I made the statement that we
would have g transition—and this is where
we might be at cross-purposes—irom the
old to the new system.

Perhaps I have picked a bad division in
Division 8 In giving my explanation, Let
us turn to Division 12 in this year’s Esti-
mates under which we have the headings
Agent General, Officlal Secretary, Public
Relatlons Officer, Interviewing Officers,
Clerks, Typists and Telephonists, etc., and
then we have “Vacant Positlons”. The
number of staff in this instance is two.
That shows the total establishrment ap-
proved for bhudgetary purposes. TUnder
the old system of preseniation that figure
would not have been available.

Mr Davies: Last year—

Sir CHARLES COURT: Last year we id,
but not & comparison figure as at the 30th
June, The point I am trying o make 1is
that the 30th June figure used in the old
days was the actual number on the pay-
roll.

Mr Davies: We agree on that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Under the new
system we are dealing with the total
approved establishment.

Mr Davies: What if I compare last year’s
column with this year’s?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Item for item
should be taken. As I pointed out in con-
nection with Division 12, we have actually
shown vacant positions so members will
know the total number which has been
approved for the establishment for this
year and not just a figure that has been
carried over from the 30th June at, say,
midnight the previous day, as being the
number on the pay-roll.

I have here a list of all the people who
were In the establishment last year and
this year. Some of the people I never see.
For instance, I never see the Secretary ot
the Parliamentary Labor Party. That 1s
one added to my establishment this year,
It so happens it is the only place where
that position can be accounted for, so I
take the blame. We have the people con-
nected with the 150th anniversary. They
must be given a home and they are given
it here. The member for Victorla Park
can have this list as soon as we get off
this item, In the meantime I hope I have
answered him to his satisfaction. If not,
Mr McCarrey and I would be only too
pleased to go through it further with him.

Mr Davies: If I compare last year's
with this year's I am making a proper
comparison?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: As long as the
honourable member accounts for vacan-
cles. I did query the possibility, for ease
of reference, of having an extra column,
and I was told that for technical purposes
it would be rather difficult. It would not
be impossible, but rather difficult. We did
not want to have a completely new format
merely for a second column. However, in
the light of experience it may be found
necessary, but the Treasury officers asked
that it be avoided if possible. We discussed
the matter with the printer and an extra
column would cramp the presentation of
the Estimates.

Mr Davies: We agree at last!

Item No. 6! Travelling Concessions to
Members of Parliament and Life Pass
Holders, $6% 000—

Mr BLAIKIE: I ask the Premier to
indicate to what this item relates. I would
make a guess that it relates to air travel
concessions the Government has provided
for members who have an air service t{o
their electorates. Should this be the case, I
have no argument. This indicates the
changes In the mode of transportation of
members, and this change is very neces-
sary. Of course, expenditure i1s involved.

I recall that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition spoke last night about air travel
for members of Parliament generally and
he compared the gold pass and previous
travel concessions avallable to members,

I believe members are entitled to this
consideration by the Government but other
members who do not have this kind of
facility are disadvantaged by comparison.
A member can determine where he wishes
to llve and how he can best serve his elec-
torate. Whether he lives in his electorate
or in the metropolitan area is his cal-
culated assessment, and ultimately the
electors will decide whether it is right or
wrong. With the concessions avallable to-
day it is an advantage for members to live
in the metropolitan area.

I am personally opposed to living in the
metropolitan area, but travel allowances
need to he updated, I have a gold pass
which is frankly of minimal use to me. I
have my own personal vehicle in which
I have travelled in excess of 40 000 miles
a year on parllamentary duties in the last
4} years. Many other members are doing
a far greater mileage than that.

The air travel concessions are necessary
and very important but I belleve the Gov-
ernment should look into the question of
other members who are disadvantaged
under the present system of concessions.
I ask the Premier to indicate what item
6 relates to and would appreclate his opi-
nion on this matter.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The item which
is referred to as “Travelling Concesslons
to Members of Parliament and Life Pass
Holders" 1s one of long standing. Perhaps
I can summarise the varlous components
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of it because it would take too long to
glve a full explanation,

PFirst of all, the increased vote provides
for the full year cost of extended air travel
to all members representing electorates
served by a regular public air service, and
unrestricted travel over all MTT services,
plus increases in general costs and fluctuat-
ing use of concesslons from year to year.

Mr Jamieson: How much are we paying
to the MTT? We are usually fleeced by
these people,

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is the
breakup of the alr, rail, and sea travel for
members of Parliament and thelr wives
and rail travel for life pass holders—

By air interstate and Intrastate

and over the Tasman Sea ... 47 000
Members of Parllament and

thelr wives on railways ... 10 200
By sea to the north west Fares 400

Freight 100

MTT Travel e 4000
Life pass holders—intrastate

and interstate rail travel 7300

69 000

For rail travel I think members know the
entitlements of individual members in
respect of metropolitan, intrastate, East-
ern States, and Commonwealth Rallways.
I think members are also aware of the
travel provisions for the Leader of the Op-
position, the Leader of the Natlonal Coun-
try Party, and members In their electorates.
We must make allowance for the fact that
each membher is now allowed once In each
three years on a noncumulative basis one
return trip to any part of the State, as
distinct from travel by members to their
electorates where they have regular ser-
vices. We have the permitted entitle-
ment to Interstate travel of the Leader
of the Oppositlon, the Leader of the Na-
tional Country Party, and a spouse of a
Minister.

Mr Jamieson: How would the Leader of
the National Country Party have an allow-
ance at present?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not enum-
erating the money factors but the entitle-
ments, without going into details. The De-
puty Leader of the Opposition may have a
look at this document if he so desires. It
recites the entitlements and the circum-
stances where anyone gualifies for them.

We then have bus travel and life passes
over the Australian Railways, I will not
enymerate the qualificatlons for life
passes but a considerable number of form-
er members have an entitlement to them.
Some of the life passes extend beyond in-
trastate travel to travel to other States,
as well as on railways.

I come to the second part. I would not
be prepared to say off the cuff what am-
endments should be made to the travel
allowances and concessions for members
as suggested by the member for Vasse, I
think we now have a clear pattern of
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those who have to use regular alr services
for the sake of their electorates. We have
laid down a pattern of entitlement for all
members over the life of the Parllament.
The gold pass provisions are fairly clearly
understood.

I understood that in assessing the elec-
toral allowances the fribunal had taken
into account the special travel problems of
members in isolated areas. If this has not
been adequately covered, the itribunal is
always available to hear evidence on these
points. This is distinct from the special
concession for a member to have a pass
throughout the whole of the State once
in every Parliament. The Government
questions whether the tribunal can deal
with that particular type of coticession.

So far as 2 member's electoral allowance
is concerned, that 1s essentially a function
of the tribunal. If the honourable member
feels his commitments are such that his
electoral allowance is unrealistic, I sug-
gest he do whad some other members have
done and parade himself before the tribun-
al. Other membpbers have found the tribunal
anxious to talk in an informal way, and
where one has a case to present members
of the tribunal are very anxious to listen,
in my experience. I think the member for
Pilbara and a number of others have per-
sonally presented thelr cases to explain
the problems confronting them in their own
electorates. I gather this is the type of
problem about which the honourable meme«
ber 1s concerned.

Yote put and passed.

Vote: Governor’'s Establishment, $465 000
—put and passed.
Yote: Executive Council, $10—

Item No. 1@ Administretlion Ezpenses,
$10—

Mr JAMIESCN: This is a remarkable
department which, with all the problems
of inflation and so on over the years, Is
still at $10. For many years it was at £5.
We should probably have another look at
it in this day and age. The money is never
spent, of course, but those who have been
in the Ministry will realise that the Exec-
utlve Council meets in the ministerial
rooms and when it has discharged lIts
dutlies—perhaps the swearing-in of a new
judge or something ke that—the judge is
taken into the anteroom and has a drink
with the members of the Executive Counecil
and the Governor. I think it is time some-~
thing was put into the Executive Council
vote to cover those small out-of-pocket
expenses, I realise at the present time they
are paid by the Cabinet fund.

Entertainment is a legitimate expense
with all departments and I think it 1s high
time that an amount was included in the
vote to cover this kind of situation. The
custom has been one of the necessary
niceties assoclated with these meetings.
It would not cost very much—perhaps $100
would cover the situation,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I understand
there was & problem with the Cabinet and
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its refreshments and assoclated things like
wreaths and entertainment. 1 remember
on the first day I became a Mirister the
then Under-Becretary of the Premier’s De-
partment, one R. H, Doig, presented him-
self and listed all the things Ministers had
to do. One of the questions he asked us was,
“Do you want a Cabinet fund?” When we
asked what it wes all about, he ieplied,
“Do you want afternoon tea?’ We had
thought we were going to make momentous
decisions, but we were told if we wanted
afternoon tea or a drink, or to send a
wreath, we had to pay for it ourselves.

I can see there 1s a distinction. I have
never really questioned whether there was
some constitutional reason that these
things could not be funded out of the
departmental estimates. I took it for
granted we were not entitled to it. How-
ever, the point 1s well made that a func-
tlon associated with the Executive Council
g, entirely different from a Cabinet func-

on.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: Government Motor Car Service,
$349 000—put and passed.

Vote: London Agency, $737 000—

Item No. 1 Salaries and Allowances gen-
erally, $392 000—

Mr JAMIESON: The expenditure associ-
ated with this department has risen from
$420 000 last year to $737000 this vear. ¥
know inflation is rather rampant but per-
haps we need a litle more explanation
of this situation. Most of the amount s
made up of salaries; however, we notice
later on that the amount for the Tokyo
Agency 1s not nearly so high.

My main reason for querying whether
this is a worth-while expenditure in this
day and age is the fact that the United
Kingdom is now shown to be only the
third greatest trading power assoclated
with this State. I think the order is Japan,
followed by Singapore and the United
Kingdom.

Strangely encugh, we have not an agency
in Singapore, and yet we spend a con-
siderable amount in this other field. It
would appear to me that we should prune
our efforts In the European field and con-
centrate more in the Aslan field. The estab-
lshment of an office in Japan was a good
start, and it is now high time the hubs of
these areas were effectively serviced by
some agency. I think the pruning of the
London Agency to provide funds for a
future agency in Singapore would be quite
justified. I would Hke to hear the Treas-
urer's comments in respect of that.

Mr DAVIES: The Treasurer will notice
that this vear 20 clerks are included on
the staff, whereas last year the establish-
ment was 18. More significantly, 13 typists
and telephonists are shown this year,
whereas in the year past the number was
five. There were some vacani positions
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which have probably been taken uyp in the
clerical staff, but it does seem a rather
large leap ffom five to 13 in respect of
telephonists and typists.

Has & new Deputy Agent-General been
appointed? I believe we are arranging to
have officers in Germany, so perhaps there
is some accounting for the clerks. However,
I am not aware of anything that would
require this additional number of typists
and telephonists. I know the new Agent-
General is & man of great capacity, but
1 do not think he would be able to keep
an additional seven typists and telephonists
in work.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Dealing firstly
with the comments of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, it is accepted that there
is a changing scene both in the United
Kingdom and on the Continent. I think
we made it clear that the new Agent-Gen-
eral in London was directed more to trade
and investment and the Continent than
were any of his predecessors. In fact, it
is clear in his briefing that he is to give
greater emphasis to trade and investment
factors and also to give greater emphasis
to the Continent. We were very reluctant
to establish offices on the Continent be-
cause they cost so much money, If we
had an office in Germany when we already
had ohe In France or Holland the cost
would be prohibitive. In view of the short
distances involved from London to the
Continent it i5 quite sensible to service
the Continent from a base in London. This
was the arrangement made and more help
has been given to the Agent-General to
enable him to cover the European scene
better and to spend less of his time on
the protocol aspects. He hag been given
a greater opportunity to cover investment
factors and the European scene. There-
fore, I cannct suggest at this stage that
we shouid contemplate cutting back the
London Agency.

There are some distortions this year:
for instance, we heave included the pur-
chase of a residence for the Agent-General.
For many years past there has been argu-
ment as to whether or not we should have
snich a residence. I feel we should have
purchased one many years ago, but the
meatter has been postponed and postboned
and we have experienced terrible troubles.
We had an opportunity to buy a house at
o price which was considered by United
Kingdom standards to be good value. It
is not & very elaborate residence and is
of such a nature that it will hold its value.
I believe this will prove to be & good in-
vestment: and there is also the fact that
we will always have a home for the Agent-
General 1o go to,

We have no immediate intention to cut
back on the United Kingdom representa-
tion, because we want to see what value
we can get from the new appointee,

I do not believe we can hold down the
Tokyo Agency expenses. We have been
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very fortunate to have a trade officer who,
with a purchasing officer and a typist, has
been able to hold that office. He receives
assistance from his wife, who is not on
the staff. His representation is quite
unigue, and he has earned a very good
reputation for himself and his wife.

At the moment we are hanging by too
slender & thread because we have only one
person with highly specialised knowledge,
and no backup. I agree with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that we will have
to give greater emphasis to representation
in the South-East Asian areas and Asia
proper. We have an office in Singapore;
it is not an office of our own, hut
one arranged by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development on &an experimental
basis. So we have an address there and
I understand this has been a useful ex-
ercise. I cannot elaborate on the details
of it because they are included In the
departmental estimates of the Minister for
Industrial Development. Perhaps the mat-
ter should be raised when we come to that
department.

Mr Jemieson: You should also have a
branch of the Western Australian Gov-
sirnment Tourist Bureau there. That is

tal.

Sir CHARLES CQURT: I believe that
aren, of course, is the focal point for
South-East Asia. It is the crossroad for
Asia and has been in all modern history,
and I believe its importance will increase
in the future, not only as a result of its
geographic position but also because it
produces a type of people who are born
traders. Whether they are in finance,
commerce, or whatever, they have de-
veloped not only a tremendous expertise
of their own but also have been able to
attract to Singapore people from many
races of equal competence in order to give
them greater strength. The point made by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is
well taken and supported.

So far as the increase in staff of the
Agent-General's Office 15 concerned, I ¢can-
net give the member for Victorla Park
exact detalls off the cuff. The Under-
Treasurer of the day (Mr Townsing) was
sent to London to review completely the
office there. He was there on two occas-
fons, once during the term of the Tonkin
Government and then at the time I was In
London. He has completely overhauled the
office. He had to make some reclassifica-
tions and do some reorganisation be-
cause he found some people had not been
very fairly treated. We have a combina-
tion of indigenous employees as well as
expatriates in the office, and there were
some very bad anomalles. Mr Townsing
sorted all this out, and although I cannot
glve the exact answer to the member for
Victoria Park I would say that, knowing
Mr Townsing as I do, there would not be
one too many on the staff.
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Item No. 1I:
$116 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 would ke to ascer-
taln from the Treasurer whether the
amount of $116 000 is the total purchase
price of the residence, or whether there
will be a confinuing expense in the future
in respect of this purchase.

8ir CHARLES COQURT: To the best of
my Eknowledge it 1s the total price. It is
the price we paid for a residence in
Wimbledon Common, at the same time as
South Australla or some other State was
purchasing a resldence. We were fortunate
enough to get ours for $5 000 cheaper than
the other State's. My understanding is that
this is the total, all-up price converted %o
Australan dollars.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Tokyo Apency, $101990; Public
Service Board, $1 476 000—put and passed.

Vote: Treasury, $1 327 000—

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
pgenerally, $584 000—

Mr DAVIES: In all fairness, I would
point out that the number of staff in this
office is reduced from 106 last year to 99
this year; so an advaniage 1s galned here.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Computer Cenire $I 605 000; Sop-
erannuation Board $453 000; Government
Stores, $1 533 000; Government Printing
Office, $8 161 000; Aundit, $986 000; Tax-
ation, $4 301 000—put and passed.

Vole: Miscellaneous Services, $81 123 000

Item No. 5: Aboriginal Lands Trust,
$67 000—

Mr DAVIES: 1 asked a series of ques-
tions about the funds being made available
to the Aboriginal Lands Trust, and I was
led to belleve that the amount would be
much greater than the $34 000 shown as
the actual expenditure for the last year.
Can the Premier tell me exactly how the
amount of $34 000 was made up, and why
the expenditure was so0 much less than the
estimate of $74¢000? In addition, why is
the estimate for this year only $67 000?

8ir CHARLES COURT: This is an In-
crease of $33 000 over the expenditure for
last year. My notes state that of the total
inereased provision, $13 000 has been pro-
vided to cover higher operating costs aris-
ing chiefly from salary adjustments, 'The
balance of the Increased provision is neces-
sary to ofIset the loss in revenue mainly as
& consequence of the farm enterprise now
being leased to Abcoriginal persons.

1 will ascertain the reasons for the differ-
ence between the actual expenditure and
the estimate last year. I have an idea it
has something to do with a division of the
Commonwealth expenditure. I feel it has
something to do with a rearrangement of
the spread of expenditure, which resulted

Purchase of Residence,
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in the lower figure. However, I will ascer-
tain the information for the honourable
member,

Item No, 10: Air Transport of Perish-
able Goods to Remote Centres, $37 500—

Mr SKIDMORE: The vole last year was
$38 500, and the actual expenditure was
$45 552, and I note that the estimate for
this year is down to $37500. Firstly, I
would like to know the reason for this item
te provide air transport of perishable
goods to remote centres. What does it
include? Secondly, I am surprised to learn
that this amount should be reduced, ¢com-
pared with the estimate last year, and I
would like an explanation of that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is almost im-
possible to budget for this item with any
certainty because there are so many
factors which intrude. Perhaps if 1 read
my notes they will answer the question as
far as is possible at this point. However,
I do make the point that this estimate is
subject to many unpredictables each year.

Provision has been made to meet known
commitments for air transport of perish-
able goods and the unpredictable extension
of the service in the event of flooding or
road washouts.

This can be hazardous; or it can be
quite light, as the case may be. The
apparent increase in this item arises from
payment in 1974-75 of outstanding ac-
counts of $10 000 in respect of transactions
in earlier years.

There was a catch-up in that year of
some previous items. This item provides
for the payment of subsidies on the air
transport of perishable foodstuffs to re-
mote centres north of the 26th parallel
and in the north-east and eastern gold-
fields areas where there is adeguate road
delivery service.

The subsidy normally applies from about
the 1st November to the 30th June each
financial year. Where the water supply
precludes local vegetable growing, the sub-
sidy is available for the whole year.

The extension of refrigerated road trans-
port services and better roads has helped
reduce the amount spent under this ftem
from $90 214 in 1965-66 to $45552 In 1574-
75. Adverse weather conditions, flooding
and road washouts, however, necessitate
the use of air transport from time to time,

I am afraid that one cannot be more
accurate than this. I can assure the hon-
ourable member that if an emergency
arises, as it somefimes does, then the
Budeget is not the limiting factor.

Item No. 28: Australian Railway His-
torical Socielty (W.A. Division) Inc.,
£20 000—

Mr SEIDMORE: Under this Item, I
understand the Historical Soclety is en-
deavouring to provide a sultable building
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on its site at the museum in Bassendean.
This will be erected on the basis that the
society has to find some $10 000 to qualify
for a Government grant of $20 000. As the
soclety has assumed what I believe is the
responsibility of the Railways Department
—that is, ensuring that railway items of
historical significance shall be retained so
that future generations may be able fo
view them, together with early types of
railway engines and their equipment—one
would think that in the c¢irecumstances, as
this society is only & small body and has
been able to raise some $800 or $900 to
the present time only by dint of hard
work, it should be accorded some further
consideration,

I appeal t{o the Premier that if the
society is unable to raise the $10000 re-
quired by the time specified the Govern-
ment will look kindly at the question of
reviewing this 2 :1 ratio and perhaps be
prepared to give a straightout grant to the
Historical Society when the time aliowed
for raising this amount of money has ex-
pired.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am always
prepared to give sympathetic considera-
tion to representations, but I understand
the arrangement between the Government
and this particular soctety has been a very
satisfactory one.

Mr Skidmore: I am not denying that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: While I was
Minister I always endeavoured io encour-
age the society in its work, because the
voluntary work it does do Is fantastic.
One of the oldest locomotives goes back
to about 1880.

I think the soclety has always accepted
the principle that it believes in self-help,
shd had it not been for this philosophy I
think the Treasury would not have been
as happy to provide the assistance it has
done.

I am not sure of the amount of assist-
ance the soclety has had over the years,
but there has always been a fairly har-
monious relationship between the society,
the Railways Department, and the Gov-
ernment. I can assure the honourable
member that if it gets into serlous prob-
lems, and if it is still genuine in following
the principle of self-help for which it has
been famous in the past, I will always be
willing to listen. I will not give an assur-
ance as to how much help we can glve,
but I can give the assurance that if it
ie unable to raise the full amount of
$10 000, we will give the matter further
consideration.

Mr SKIDMORE: Perhaps I should have
explained to the Premier that one of the
many fund-ralsing ventures that has
proved quite successful for the society has
been that of hiring frains lke the
Leschenault Lady and other steam
trains on country {rips. However, I be-
lieve the Historical Society received a
recent communicatlon that perhaps the
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Rallways Department will be unable to
make these trains available for these fund-
raising ventures in the future because the
soclety is unable to pay the charges In-
volved, I thought I would submit this
explanation to the Premier, because with-
out the advantage of the funds obtained
from this venture a further burden would
be placed on the society in being able to
rajse the $10 000 by the time set,

Item No. 34: Cancer Council of W.A.,
$160 000—

Mr DAVIES: Last year the expenditure
under this item was $36 000 greater than
the vote. This year the vote has been
dropped down dramatically by about
$280 000—from an expenditure of $446 000
to a vote of $160000. It could be that
the Government has been paying closer
attentlon to the research that is being
conducted, which did not impress me very
much when I was Minister, but I think
that considerable drop in expenditure could
perhaps be explained to the Committee.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The answer is
simple. A reduced provision has been made
as the Institute of Radiotherapy was trans-
ferred on the 1st April to the control of
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. In con-
sequence, the institute’s financial require-
ments are now provided in the Medical
Department’s hospital fund estimates.

In 1974-75 $316 000 was pald to the
institute through this item.

Annual grants are pald to the council to
assist In meeting the cost of administra-
tion and research. In 1974-75 an amount
of $90 000 was provided for administra-
tion and research and a further $40000
was paid to clear outstanding accounts
which had accrued to the 30th June, 1974,

A provision of $160 000 in 1975-76 15 re-
quired to meet escalating costs.

The council provides a cancer detection
service in conjunction with the University
of Western Australia for investigation into
gynaecological cancer.

Mr Davies: That was discontinued dur-
ing the vear, if I remember correctly.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have allo-
cated this $160 000 to allow for an escala-
tion of what would have been the cost
last year In connectlon with administra-
tion and research, as distinet from the
funds now being provided through the
Medical Department.

Because of the transfer of the Institute
of Radiotherapy to the contrel of Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital that amount no
longer goes into the Miscellaneous Vote.

Mr Davies: You mention that $330 000
was paid last year.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was paid to
the institute through the itemn in 1974-75.

Mr Davies: And that is Included in the
$446 000?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes. We did
have to run over our estimates last year
for the reasons I have given.

Mr Davies: The $160 000 is for adminijs-
tration.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We pald $90 000
to them for administration and research
and we added to it another $40 000, mak-
ing a total of $130000 to clear outstand-
ing accounts which had accrued to the
30th June, 1974. However we had to pay
them on our 1974-75 Budget. Therefore
there is $130 000 there, and if we add the
other item of $116 000 the total of $246 000
is reached.

Item No. 37:
$75 000—

Mr DAVIES: This item shows consider-
able disparity. The vote last year was
$75 000, and the expenditure was $28 941.
This year, however, we see once again &
figure of $75000. Is there any reason for
the disparity in view of the fact that we
are now voting another $75000 to the
current year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I can only glve
the honourgble member information in
relation to the current year.

The provision is hased on anticlpated
claims from child health centres now he-
Ing planned or constructed in towns
throughout the State.

The Government provides a subsidy
equal to one-third of the total cost of con-
struction of new child health centres which
conform to standards approved by the
Public Health Department. In the case of
combined child health and pre-school
bulldings the contribution towards the
child health centres is $6 000 in areas north
of the 26th parallel and $4 000 in areas
south of that line. Contributions towards
the pre-school part of the combined centre
are met from item No. 175 of this division.

So it will be found that there 13 & com-
plementary item. I can only say that the
figure that has been put down for this
yvear is very much an estimate and will be
dependent on the claims that are made
from child health centres during the forth-
coming period.

Item No. 45: Country High School Hos-
tels Authorily, $491 000—

Mr McPHARLIN: The estimate for this
year 1s $491 000, and last year the expendi-
ture was $434 104, The fact that the esti-
mate has been Increased by $31000 this
year over the figure allocated for last year
has created a good deal of interest and
discussion in varlous country electorates,
and I would like to ascertain from the
Premier whether the Government 1s con-
sidering increasing the allocation, because
people in many centres have been asking
not only for the establishment of new
hostels, but also for additions to exlating

Child Health Centres,
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ones. The costs of erectlng new hostels,
of course, have increased dramatically in
the last few years, especlally in the north
of the State, ahd therefore the amount
of money that is now allocated does not
build many new hostels. I therefore ask
the Premier to constder increasing the
allocation for the coming year If possible,

Sir CHARLES COURT': This item, under
Miscellaneous Services, relates to revenue
expenditure and not to capital expenditure,

The higher provision arises from addi-
tlonal debt charges caused by new loans
r;}’seql 6in 1974-7% and proposed raisings in
1975-76.

Under this item provision has been made
in 1975-76 for a grant of $14 200 towards
the authority's administration expenses
and $457000 for debt charges onh loans
raised for capital works.

Agalin, this is a revenue item, as against
capital expenditure {tself. Under this item
we have also provided $20000 for sub-
sidies to hostels for losses. During last year
we had to increase the assistance to hostels
quite considerably and, in some cases, we
have had to go to their rescue because of
situations arlsing completely beyond the
control of the local peaple.

I think, in the main, they would accept
we have been able to find a way to help
them to a reasonable degree. However, I
assume the honourable member is refer-
ring more particularly to the possibllity of
increasing expenditure en a number of
new hostels. This, of course, would have
to be done through the Country High
School Hostels Authority which has a
borrowing capaclty of its own, but not to
any great extent. I think the Minister has
to look at the situation with a view to
getting & number of people to agree to
having larger hostels constructed to serye
a number of districts In view of the fact
that some hostels are being situated close
to one another.

I have not yet recelved the information
as to what prospects there are of estab-
Tishing & sizeable hostel. I can assure
the honourable member that we are very
conscious of the pressure we are recelving
from various places. This fits In with our
ideas of keeping the children In their own
areas, rather than bringing them to the
city.

Item No. 53: Emergency Waler Rescue
Services, $18 000—

Mr SHALDERS: I am pleased to see
that the Government has seen fit to pro-
vide an allocation on & matching basis to
the emergency water rescue service groups
that are situated along the coast of our
State, They provide an extremely valuable
service, particularly the emergency water
rescue service group in my electorate which
was formed some years ago following a
drowning tragedy in the Peel Inlet.
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Since that time the number of people
who have availed themselves of the obpor-
tunity to go boating in the Peel Inlet and
outside in the ocean has increased rapidly.
So, the need for this service has increased
correspondingly. I should point out that
the cost of providing this service has In-
creased, and the type of equipment that
is needed has grown more complex over
the years.

The members of the group in my elec-
torate give their time freely and volun-
tarily. I am extremely pleased that the
services rendered by this group and other
groups in the State have been recognised
by the Government. I can assure the
Premier that those people wish to convey
their thanks to the Government for its
generosity.

8ir Charles Court: I thank the honour-
able member for those remarks.

Item No. 5¢. Family Planning Associa-
tion, $6 500—

Mr MOILER: I would like some clarifi-
cation in regard to the reduction of $5 000
in the estimate for 1975-76. I appreciate
that in item 83 the vote to the Marriage
Guidance Councll has been increased. The
same amount has been allocated in 1975-76
to the Famlly Planning Association as was
allocated in 1974-75, although the actual
expenditure In 1974-75 was $11 500, I think
it is necessary to maintain the grant at
$11 500.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member will note that the actual amount
estimated for 1975-76 is 1dentical with
the vote for 1974-75. The reason there
is a difference between the actual amount
spent last year, compared with the estim-
ate of last year and the estimate for this
year, is that we gave the Famlily Planning
Association a special grant of $5 000 dur-
ing the last financial year, and that was
a nonrecurring grant.

This grant was made to assist in meet-
ing the costs incurred in giving expert
advice to members of the public on all as-
pects of family planning. Let me refer
to the initial grant of $4 000 in 1971-72,
which was made to enable the establish-
ment and the operation of a pllot clinic
at Melville, Annual grants of $5000 have
been pald sihce 1972-73. The vote was
inereased to $6 500 in 1974-195.

Last year I received some speclal repre-
sentations, and we gave that association a
special nonrecurring grant of $5000 to
meet a special commitment, That explains
why the vote has carried on in 1975-76
at the 1974-75 level.

Item No. 59: Good Neighbour Council,
81 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: In view of the tremen-
dous amount of work and good that this
council renders in the field of social wel-
fare, I wonder why the vote for this year
should he reduced to $1000. That is a



[Thursday, 6 November, 1975]

reduction of 50 per cent in the vote for
1974-15.

This council does good work and deals
with many problems affecting the people.
Probably through its services a great deal
of the expenses involved in social welfare
is obviated. It provides a valuable ser-
vice, particularly to those people who are
not well versed in the method of securing
social welfare benefits.

I hope the Premier will be able to in-
dicate that there will be no reduction in
this vote. If there is any chance to in-
crease the vote to $2000 I am sure the
Good Neighbour Council will be very
grateful.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Thc reason for
the reduced estimate is that last year the
Good Neighbour Council asked for a
special grant to assist it in meeting the
expenses of observing its 25th anniversary
sinee its formation, We gave that body
$2 000 on a nonrecurring hasis. That ex-
plains why we have gone back fo the
original vote of $1 000,

Item: Oldpower Association—

Mr McPHARLIN: I wish to seek to some
information on this item.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no amount
estimated for that item, and I cannot
allow the honourable member to speak to
it. ‘The vote has been discontinued.

Item No, 110: Perth Cilty Council—Con-
tribution towards Concert Hall, $5 600—

Mr DAVIES: Last year there was no ex-
penditure on this item, although there was
a vote of $5000. The vote for this year
is again $5000. Is this a contribution to
the Perth City Council from the Govern-
ment?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would like to
inform the member for Mt. Marshall who
wanted some information on the Oldpower
Association that I will get him the infor-
mation, but I am not permitted to speak
on that item.

In respect of item No. 110, provision is
made to recoup 50 per cent of the annual
operating losses of the Perth Concert Hall,
up to a maximum of $5000. An amount of
$4 934 was paid in 1973-74, but in 1974-75
no recoup was required, the receipts hav-
ing exceeded payments by %39 000. Mem-
bers no doubt will be delighted that the
receipts have exceeded the payments.

Members are aware of the assistance
given by successive Government towards
the construction of the Concert Hall and
the arrangement made to share the losses.
That explains why there was no expen-
diture in 1974-75. We made the same
provision of $5 000 for this year as a safety
precaution.

Item No, 113! Pianaroo Cemetery Board,
$100 300—

Mr SKIDMORE: I am one of the in-
augural! members of the Pinnaroc Cemet-
ery Board, and I am well aware of the
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problems associated with the establish-
ment of the Pinnaroo Valiey Memorial
Park. Recently in company with other
board members I made an inspection of
the area. I found that the actual amount
spent last year—§38 766—represented what
might be termed parsimonious expen-
diture on the part of the board. I hope
the vote of $100 000 this year will be ex-
pended, in view of what the board has to
develap.

The concept of the Pinnaroo Valley
Memorjal Park is tremendous. In my
opinfon it resulted from the visits made
to various States of Australia, and from
the very searching examination of cem-
cteries in overseas countries. This mem-
orial park will he a showplace, and in
future the public will be able to enjoy
all the facilities that will be available at
the park.

A great responsibility has been placed
¢n the hoard to develop the Pinnaroo
Valley Memorjal Park, This park will be
needed very quickly to reblace Karrakatta
Cemetery. I sincerely trust that the claims
made by the board will be met, and that
the vote will not be reduced in any way.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am sure that
funds are made available to develop the
Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park Cemetery
on a timetable which will allow it to take
ils rightful place as a cemetery when
Karrakatta Cemetery is phased out. Even-
tually Karrakatta Cemetery will attain
maximum occupation. I understand its
capacity for burials is estimated to be
rzached in 10 years, but whether that will
be the end of it as a crematorium centre
I do not know.

Mr Skidmore: No, it will not be,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I understand
that for burials, Karrakatta Cemetery has
a maximum life of 10 vears. It is also
hoped to get Pinnaroo into use within two
vears. I am sure the funds needed to
achieve this result—1I understand this is a
very fine concept—have been made avall-
able. I will check with the Under-Treas-
urer on this vote. My understanding is
that the vote has been increased pro-
gressively to meet the needs of the board.

I understand that Pinnaroo Cemetery
will come into operation in approximately
two years’ time. In view of the fact that
it will have no income to service its costs,
we have in the meantime filled the need
under the Miscellaneous Services vote.

A grant of $10 000 was made in 1973-74
for preliminary work and administrative
costs, and $100 000 was provided in this
itern in 1974-75. Of this latter amount
only $38766 was expended due to diffi-
culties in the preparation of landscaping
programmes.

It would appear that the funds from
the Treasury under the Miscellaneous
Services vote are adequate. It is a question
oi how fast the board can get on with the
pragramme it has. Obviously we will have
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to keep on filling the need until such time
as the hoard has revenue-earning capacity.

Item No. 124: Royal Agriculture Sociely
of W.A. (Inc.), $20 000—

Mr DAVIES: The Royal Agriculture
Society by its very nature is not expected
to show much profit. Every time I visit the
Royal Show I wonder how much longer it
will continue to operate in that area. I
am amazed at the amount of money that
is spent by the various organisations and
by the society itself on the grounds. I
notice that last year the Government gave
the society $20 000, and this year the vote
is also $20 000. It looks as though a con-
tinuing arrangement has been entered
into, or alternatively a set amount is being
provided over a period of years.

Can the Treasurer tell us what is the
vote, and whether the Royal Agriculture
Society will shift from Claremont? When
I was Minister for Town Planning, vari-
ous sites were suggested as alternatives,
but now it looks as though the Claremont
Showgrounds will be there for good. On
the figures appearing in the Estimates it
looks as though the Government will be
subsidising the RAS over a period of years.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The situation
regarding this vote to the Royal Agri-
culiure Society is that jn 1973 the Gov-
ernment agreed to assist the society with
the cost of constructing a new wool
pavilion and theatre at the Claremont
Showgrounds, Work on the new bullding
was completed in August, 1974, at a cost
of $300000. The Government contribu-
tion was made on the basis of a grant of
$200 000 over a period of 10 years. It is
a continuing payment, with which the
member for Victoria Park has the honour
of being associated. This is a very fine
building and it is playing a useful role,

Item No. 135: Salvation Army—Cenire
for Female Alcoholics, $5 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: Last year the vote was
$20000, but the actual expenditure was
§15 000. This year the vote is $5 000. The
reduction concerns me greatly. I do not
think there should be any curtailment of
funds to such a worth-while organisation.
I hope the centre has been able to rhow
that it can manage its activities with &
grant of some $5000 from the Govern-
ment. I would be very disturbed and con-
cerned if the reduction madc in the vote
this year is on the basls of restricting the
grant to the Salvation Army for the centre,

This centre is badly needed and it is
playing a very vital role In the community
in catering for the alcoholics. One could
say that these people have reached the end
of the road, and for thai reason every
effort should be made by the Government
to bring them back to good health,
‘Whether or not we lke it, chronic alco-
holism is a sickness,

Some of the private institutions in Perth
have made remarkable progress and have
done a good job. I would like the Treas-
urer to explain the reason for the reduction,
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Sir CHARLES COURT: In answer to th
honourable member, this is one of thos
items where money is phased out of om
item and put into another. The honourabl(
member can beé assured, as far as I an
concerned, that the Salvation Army alway
gets a receptive ear. We all know the goot
work that organisation does and from {hi
Government’s point of view any mone;
granted is money well spent,

Mr Jamleson: ‘The Salvation Arm;
originally taught the Treasurer to blov
the trumpet.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, although i
was a cormet. It was the most battere
cornet one could imagine,

Mr May: He has not stopped blowing il

Mr Jamieson: The Treasurer himsel
has become a little more battered.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I make no bone
ahout that, and X used to keep my corne
very clean.

The payment of $15000 in 1874-75 rep
resenfed the final instalment of the Gov
ernment’s contribution to help meet th
capital costs of the centre. The provislo
of $5 000 in the Estimates for the curren
year represents the annual grant to assis
in meeting operating costs.

The provision in last year’s Estimate
for the operating grant was not require
as the centre was not operational.

Although the Government has facilitie
at Byford and at Bandyup Women's Priso;
1t was considered that some women wouli
probably benefit by receiving treatmen
without the stigma of a prison sentence.

Consequently the Government agreed t
contribute $60 000 towards capital cost:
by instalments of $30000 in 1972-73 an
$15000 In each of the years 1973-74 an
1974-75, and to assist In meeting operatin
expenditure.

The centre forms part of the Salvatio
Army's “Graceville Complex” in Eazt Pertl

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am not sure ths
anyone but myself would remember the
at this time last year I spoke on the allc
cation to the Salvation Army, and 1 men
tioned that there did not appear {o be,
las{ vear's Estimates, an allocation for
day-care centre which was being estak
lished in Balga and which had been th
subject of personal representation by my
self some several months previously.

Again this year there is no allocation ¢
vote for the day-care centre, and I sti
have not received a reply from th
Premier's Department. I understand th
project requires an allocation of $5 000 :
it 1s to be viable at all.

I ask the Premier, firstly, whether h
is aware of any consideration having bee
given to the matter, and, secondly, if th
proposal has heen rejected, why th
organisers have not been notifled.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I well remem
bher the honourable member raising th
ftem, and he also wrote to the departmer
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if I remember correctly. I understood the
matter was being negotiated between the
Treasury and the Salvation Army with
regard to the day-care centre. Beyond that
I cannot express an opinion, I will make
a note of the item,

I do not think that such a matter would
come under the item now under discussion,
but under some other heading. I notice
the honourable member has used item No,
135 as a basis for his inquiry. The amount
he mentioned was $5 000, but I thought it
was greater.

Item No. 147: Surf Life Saving Associa-
tion, $20000—

Mr CLARKQ: The Surf Life Saving
Association was granted a sum of $20 000
last year, and it is proposed that it will
be allocated & sum of $20 000 for 1975-76.

I ask the Treasurer to reconsider the
allocation. In a general way, the Surf
Life Saving Association 1s assoclated with
a real growth industry. Because of the
increased leisure time available to people,
more of them are using our beaches than
ever before. People are opening up new
beaches, and going to the areas between
the established beaches. The use of those
beaches has increased the requirement for
equipment. I am not referring to the
Swanbourne beach because I am sure there
would be no trouble experienced in estab-
lishing a surf club there!

Mr Jamieson: More than a surf club.

Mr CLARKO: More people particlpate
in swimming than in any other recreational
activity in Western Australia.

The local authorities are generous in
their allocations of money to the life
saving clubs. I would like to pay special
tribute to the Wanneroo Shire which allo-
cated $50 000 for a new club building at
Sorrento and an additional §42 000 is to be
granted by the Lotteries Commission. This
building is needed, not only to cater for
the people who use the beach at Sorrento,
but also those who use the beaches to the
north.

I am very pleased to see an allocation to
the Whitfords Sea Rescue Group to enable
it to do a better job on our coastline,
where there have been a number of
tragedies.

In a specific sense, I would lke to men-
tion items which are required this year by
the Surf Life Saving Association. Virtually
every item reqguired by the association has
increased in price, The assoclation has
taken out a public risk policy this year to
cover accidents which occur to surf life-
savers while involved in rescue dutles.
The policy will cost $1 200 per year, which
is an additional item, and it will have to
be found each year. General insurances,
particularly workers’ compensation have
also been increased by $1 200 per annum.

A surf boat which previously cost $2 500
has gone up to approximately $5 000 in a
period of one year. All those items have
to be met by the assocliation, and it re-
quested an allocation of $254000 from the
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Treasury. However, it is top recejive only
$20 000.

The surf lifesavers are very modest
people and they do not ask for much. I
request the Treasurer to give further con-
sideration to the request for $25 Q00.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Surf Life
Saving Association received an extra
$10 000 last year to meet a liquidity prob-
lem. I want tp assure the honourable
member that as far as the Government Is
concerned—and as far as all members of
this Chamber are concerned—the Surf
Life Saving Association has a tremendous
reputation and standing. It comprises
essentially voluntary workers, and we do
our best when we are approached for
money in order to keep the assoctation in
& liguid position.

My understanding is that over many
years the association has proved itself to
be a seli-help orgenisation, and it is the
only association where a fee has to be paid
to become a member in order to be able to
rescue someone or save somehody else’s
life. For that reason it is one of the most
wonderful voluntary organisations we
have,

If the honourable member is awsare of
any acute financial problem faced by the
association I ask him to advise it to make
representations to me and I will discuss
the matter with the Treasury. I cannot
recall any application to meet a situation
such as we met last year.

Item No. 148: Swan River Conservation
Board, $75 050—

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Item No. 148 provides
for a very substantial increase in expendi-
ture. I am hot opposed to that expenditure
but I am curicus to know what the board
proposes to do in order to qualify for the
subsiantial inerease, I would appreciate
it if the Minister could give the reason
for the large increase.

Sir CHARLES COURT: From a quick
reading of my notes it appears that pro-
vision has been made to cover a carry-
over expenditure from 1974-75. There is
also provision for $10 250 for extension of
existing activities, which have been ap-
proved by the Treasury following recom-
mendations by the board.

Item No, 175: Western Australian Pre-
School Board, $2 570 000—

Mr MOILER: I would like some clarifica-
tlon with regard to the increased expend-
iture in conrection with this item. Is it
envisaged that the increase is for the con-
struction of pre-school centres, for the
cenduct of the hoard, or to cover the ap-
pointment of additional teachers?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I think it would
be preferable if I were to read out the
notes I have on this item because it is the
only way to explain it to the satisfaction
of the honourable member.

The transsctions of the board are fin-
anced mainly from Commonwealth grants
under the childhood services programme,
parents’ levies, and State grants. The



4268

board’s expenditure for the year ended the
30th June, 1975, amounted to $4 519570
and is estimated at $6 345 521 for rhe cur-
rent year. The increase of $1 825 951 is due
to the following factors—

$
Pull year cost of staff appointed
in 1974-75, award varlations,
increments and assoclated ad-
minlstration expenses ... . 1269927
Allowance for new appointments
and expenses in 1973-76 ., 328 024
Allowance for award varlatlons ex-
pected in 1975-T6 ... 218,000
Allowance for increased postal and
telephone charges ., 10 000
1825 951
Less additionel revenue from Com-
monwealth and other sourcea .. 1372593
453 358
Add additional funds required from
State sources to offset funds in
hand 1/7/74 . 218814
OQutstanding recoup trom state
sources in respect of 1974-TS
transactions and equivalent sum
for 1975-76 ... . 283 429
Incregse In State contribution ... 956 600

This statutory body was constituted under
the Pre-School Education Act, 1973, which
was proclaimed to operate from the 1st
July, 1973, Under the Act responsibilities
previously undertaken by the Kindergarten
Association of WA with the exception of
teacher training, were transferred to the
board.

The responsibility for teacher training
was transferred to the Western Australian
Institute of Technology.

This item provides the followlng grants
to the Board— s

1. Administration costs of the
board and net operating costs
of pre-school centres - . 244B Q00

2. Bullding grants at the rates or
$4 000 ench for southern areas
and $6 000 each for the north-
west - N

3. Assistance to needy pre-school
centres in pooter areas exper-
iencing financial difficulties ...

4. QGrants to Iindependent pre-
schools .

5. Qrants to play groups ln needy
circumstances

80 000

12 000
25 000
5000

2 570 000

Mr MOILER: Following the explanation
given by the Treasurer, I would like to ask
him whether he could have this item re-
viewed. In the explanation he outlined
that an amount of $4 000 had been con-
tributed from that fund to establish each
pre-school centre.  'When one realises that
the cost of building a pre-school centre is
in the vicinity of $40 000 or thereabouts—

Mr Jamieson: That is without equip-
ment.
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Mr MOILER: Yes, just for the buildin
alone. Therefore, the bulk of the mone
for the pre-school centres will have t
come from the local authorities concernec
With the threat by the Education De
partment that the Government will absor
all locally established kindergartens, it |
uniikely that many pre-school centres wi
be established under this arrangement.

The Government is establishing approx
imately 20 pre-primary centres a yeal
and obvipusly many pre-school childre
will be deprived of this {ype of educatio
in the next year. So I ask the Treasure
to give consideration to an increase in th
subsidy itom the State Government fa
the establishment of pre-school centres.
think this amount has remained statie fo
some years, and naturally it should be in
creased considerably.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The questio
ralsed by the honourable member is
much wider one than the reference to th
particuiar item. However, I have note
his point. I will ask my colleague to en
large further on these comments. If th
honourable member desires a photosta
copy of the information I have given,
will ask Hansard to let him have th
details T have read out.

Item No, 176: Western Australian Sym
phony Orchestra, $69 400—

Mr DAVIES: The Conceri Hall wa
opened, I believe, in January, 1973, I re
member that the Treasurer—the Leader ¢
the Opposition as he then was—sald ths
the WA Symphony Orchestra could be im
proved by the addition of a few string:
and if the right kind of Government wer
in office, no doubt those strings woul
be forthcoming.

I have visited the Concert Hall frequent]
over the years, and if some strings wer
forthcoming, they could only be for on
violin because the estimate for this iter
has remained static. I have taken note «¢
this at my attendances at concerts over th
years, and there does not seem to be an
expansion in the number of player
through the efforts of the Governmen
There is no additional provision for th
orchestra this year.

I wonder whether the Treasurer remem
bers making the statement I quoted
whether he thinks the right kind of Gow
ernment is now in power, and whethe
we can have more strings spread aroun
thenwhole orchestra, and not just to on
violin.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 well remembe
the statement I made, but I believe !
was slightly different from that quoted b
the honourable member., At the time
said that if the then Premier were prepare
to include something In the estimate t
allow some additional strings so that th
krass could play with less inhibitions, th
Opposition of the day would not oppose i

Mr Daviles: I rather thought it was th
other way around.

Mr Nanovich: A different situation al
together, wasn't it?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: My understand-
ing is that the then Premier did in fact do
something about it, and he increased the
contribution to the orchestra, I think from
$40 000 to $51 000, I am sorry, that was
the contribution from the 1st January,
1971. It was increased to $65 000 from the
1st July, 1973. The Increase to $65 000
was made conditional on an increase in
the humber of members of the orchesira;
that is, an increase in the permanent
strength of the orchestra from 57 t¢ 63. In
other words, this increase would glve the
orchestra extra strings if it could recruit
players of a sufficient callbre—this is al-
ways a problem.

The Government of the day did increase
this grant, and I personally know of no
requests that have been made. There is
an allowance in the estimate fo meet some
of the costs necessary for the orchestra
to visit country areas. As the honourable
member knows, not only the State Gov-
ernment but also the City of Perth, a
number of shire councils, and the ABC
make a contribution to the orchestra. I
know of no request that we have had that
has not been acceded to. My attitude
remains the same: I hope one day we will
have an orchestra of the size of the Lon-
don Philharmonic Orchestra or the or-
chestras of Sydney and Melbourne. I be-
lieve this will come in due course.

Mr Davies: They should not be shy
about approaching you.

Item No. 186 Daeylight Saving Referen-
dum, $12 000—

Mr McPHARLIN: We have here an
estimate of $12 000 for this item.

Mr Jamieson: That is for next year—
it's going to be much cheaper than the
last one though!

Mr McPHARLIN: I would like to know
the reason for this particular estimate.

Sir CHARLES COURT: First of all, the
member for Mt. Marshall will notice that
the cost of the referendum was less than
we estimated.

Mr Jamieson: Not this figure though.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is an over-
flow from items of expenditure outstand-
ing from the last one. I assure the mem-
ber for Welshpool that it is not for
another referendum. The total expendi-
ture for conducting the referendum was
$231 620, but provislon was necessary to
clean up a few accounts arising from
that.

Item No.
260 000—

Mr DAVIES: I helieve the amount for
this itemn reguires some explanation, How
does one apply for an er gratia payment,
and where does one apply?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This item is
quite unpredictable, of course. From time
to time we have to face up to some issues
where these payments have to be made.
Some of the circumstances are such that,
after analysis, the Government of the day
decides it should provide an appropriate

190: Ex Gralia Payments,
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sum in the Estimates to deal with them.
Some of these are continuing cases, but
as fast as one case dies, another one
comes along, If the honourable member
would like a list of these payments, he
can have it, unless he would like me fo
read them.

Mr Davies: No, I will be quite happy
if the Treasurer will pass it to me,

Sir CHARLES COURT: In all these
cases the Government of the day has
to make assessments about whether or not
itams which may not he covered by a
specific Statute are worthy of some special
consideration. I will pass this list to the
honourable member.

Vote put and passed.

Part 3: Minister for Works, Water Sup-
plies and the North West—

Votes: Public Works and Bulldings,
$25 971 006; Harbour and Light and
Jetties, $3 406 000; North West, $577000
—put and passed.

Part 4;: Minister for Justice and Chief
Secretary—

MRE JAMIESON (Welshpool—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [5.3% pm.J: I
want to deal again with the hardy annual
I raise every year, and that is the iniro-
duction of joint electoral rolls.

On the 6th December, 1972, the then
Commonwealth Electoral Officer for
Western Australia (Mr Abbott) and the
then Chief Electoral Officer under the
Western Australian Act (Mr 8. E. Wheeler)
submitted a report to the Government
whicihh clearly indicated a considerable
saving would be made not only by the
State Government but also by the Com-
monwealth Government if a joint roll
were introduced. This report was prepared
after much study. In their final summing
up at page 25 of the report, those gentle-
men said—

12.21. In the final summing up we
report that in our opinjon the iniro-
duction of a Commonwealth/State
joint roil sysiem in Western Aus-
tralia—

(a) is a feasible proposition provid-
ing the necessary amendments
are made to the State legislation;

The amendments were not great in num-
ber, anyway. The report continues—

(b) operating along the lnes of sys-

tems functioning in New South

Wales, Victoria, South Australla

and Tasmania, would result in a

substantial saving to the State

and to a lesser degree to the
Commonwesalth,

One might ask how it would result in a

saving to the Commonwealth. The answer

is that the State would pay the Common-

wealth to maintain the rolls. Instead of

the State spending something like $380 000

in this respect, I should imagine $100 000

would be paid to the Commonwealth and

probably a further $100 600 would be re-

quired to maintain the remaining part of
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the Electoral Department. The rest of the
current expenditure would be saved. In
his summation, Mr Wheeler sald—

The staff of the State Electoral
Department probably being reduced
from 26 officers to under 10, At gen-
eral elections it may be necessary to
arrange secondment of senior officers
with electoral experience from other
departments to cope with the work.
This could cause a problem.

Of course, that is what is done now, so
there would be no difference. As you
probably well know, Mr Chairman, not
only do the other States I have mentioned
prepare the State and Commonwealth
rolls, but they also keep the municipal
rolls and charge local authorities a fee
for this service. This saves the local
authorities considerable expense. It results
in a more efficient roll system in those
States because instead of having three
separate organisations keeping election
rolls one department does the lot.

The only reason I can see that the Gov-
ernment would not be interested in this
procedure, despite the fact that it would
clearly save an amount of about $200 000
a year—and this could be done by a stroke
of the pen—is the fact that it may repre-
sent some form of centralisation. I sam
aware the Cabinet has made a decision
in respect of this matter. However, I just
cannot get the gist of the thinking of the
Government, and I cannot understand
why it is running away from this feature.
It appears the system has not greatly
affected New South Wales or Victoria.
The Hamer and Lewis Governments have
not sought to revoke their procedures and
go back to the old system. Therefore, I
think they must be enjoying a considerable
saving.

I would say that if there were a change
of Government in this State we would be
very much committed to the change I have
outlined. It would be, ag it was last time,
& matter of policy on the hustings.

1 do not believe the people of Western
Australia should be burdened with the
considerable number of enrolment worries
with which they are burdened at the
moment. Certainly they do not understand
the difference between the rolls, It is
easy for those In politics; we know the
series of cards which must be filled in, But
when one talks to the people and asks
them whether they have filled in a yellow
or an olive-coloured card, they look at one
strangely and are not sure; they are not
even sure what they have done with the
receipts. A great deal of time is taken
up trying to sort out these matters.

The State Electoral Department, when
handling applications for enrolment, usu-
ally gets the applicant to fill in the Com-
monwealth cards at the same time, and the
reverse situation applies in the Common-
wealth office, The cards must then be
transmitted between the Commonweslth
and State offices at a cost which, although
not large, is unnecessary. It seems to me
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that we have this unnecessary cost and
unnecessary work for no reason other than
to remaln apart from the system which
most other States have found to he con-
venient. I have mentloned previcusly that
the only other State which has a separate
electoral roill system is the deep north of
Queensland, which indulges in a method
which would not be tolerated in this State.

Por many years Queensland has had its
Police Farce prepare electoral rolls. I am
sure the Police Force of Western Australia
would have a lot to say about the pro-
position if we tried to introduce it here
and to make the force responsible for
maintaining electoral rolls.

The Government Is always looking at
ways and means of cutting expenses. Obvi-
ously if this system were adopted some
electoral officers would hecome redundant;
but they are civil servants and would be
employed in other departments. The adop-
tion of the systermn would merely eut down
the size of a particular department.

Obvicusly we are going to unnecessary
expense when the other system has been
proved to work well. Qur system presents
problems to the community only because
the people must fill in an unnecessary
number of cards. I am sure onhce an ar-
rangement s made between the State and
the Commonwealth local authorities would
join in so that we would have one office
looking after the rolls for the three eche-
lons of government.

The officers who examined this proposi-
tlon on behalf of the Government of the
day found there would be no great ¢iffi-
culty. Mr Wheeler listed a few minor
problems, most of which have since been
overcome, There was g difficulty at the
time in respect of having separate cards
for persons over the age of 18 years and
other cards for persons over the age of 21,
but this has now been overcome as people
now have the right to vote at 18 years
of age for both State and Federal elections.

I think It i1s high time we had a keen
look at this matter with a vilew to over-
coming the unnecessary duplication of
activities of two Government departments.

Incidentally, when the Commonwealth
department canvasses g reglon 1t does not
accept applications for State rolls. It ac-
cepts State applications in the office, but
not in the field. Of course, this also causes
some confusion when the Commonwealth
office issues removal notices and yet the
people concerned remain on the State roll.
They do not realise they have been
removed from one roll, but remain on the
other. The reverse situation applles also
in respect of the State office.

I am sure that if we had only one depart-
ment it would be to the benefit of the
people of Western Australia. They would
all know where to go in respect of elec-
toral matters and we would have one body
responsible for the keeping of habitation
indices and all other information assocl-
ated with this matter.
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MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) {548 p.m.}:
This is an appropriate time to suggest to
the Chief Electoral Officer that he review
the polling places throughout the elec-
torates. I know such a review has been
undertaken on a Federal basis, but that
has not prompted my thinking in respect
of this. There has been & tendency over
the years to use the same polling places
for obvipus reasons; people get used to
them and know where they are. In my
opinion the bulk of the people go to the
same polling hooth at election after
election.

However, with the passage of time and
the increase in traffic flow, there are
several polling places in my electorate
which are now potential traffic hazards
because they are situated too close to
corners or traffic lights. I fear every elec-
tion day that someone will be killed as &
result of ¢ars pulling up right ouiside the
polling place. These cars bring the elderly
and infirm to vote; and there are also
other cars driven by people who want to
get their cars as close as possible to the
door of the polling place,

This is not something which should be
attended to within the last few weeks prior
to an election. I suggest a review should
be carried out now so that any new sites
which are selected may be advertised. It
is difficult to obtain suitable polling places.

Mr Jamieson: If we had dual rolls with
the Commonwenlth, the polling places
would be gazetted every year, whether or
not an election was to be held.

Mr DAVIES: That may be a better idea.
I know that at the moment polling places
may be changed for Commonwealth elee-
tions, and the people may find that at the
following State election the polling place
is back at the original site; it is most con-
fusing to the public and I believe the Gov-
ernment should turn its attention to this
matter.

I should also like to draw the attention
of the Chamber to how smoothly the day-
light saving referendum was carried out.
Many people expressed to me what a
pleasure it was to go to a polling place
without having how-to-vote cards forced
upon them. This has been a matter of
contention for many years; we seem to be
evenly split on the subject of whether or
not how-to-vote cards are necessary.

In fact, when the Opposition was in
Government it introduced legislation ban-
ning the distribution of how-to-vote cards
during elections. However, they are still
permitted and I suggest this is a matter
which could be examined by the Govern-
ment in view of the experience we have
had on the daylight saving referendum.

The elector can inform himself as to
how he wants to vote; in fact, the great
majority of electors know how they will
vote and how-to-vote cards are unneces-
sary.

MR O’NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [5.52 p.m.]l: Three matters were
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raised by members. In rtespect of the
suggestion made by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, I have checked with the
Premier because it was my recollection that
recently he asked the Minister for Justice,
who administers the office, to again
examine this propesal to establish common
rolls.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
pointed out, in the past there have been
legislative bars against such a practice. I
think one was that there was a different
age qualification between the Common-
wealth and Western Australia; also a dif-
ferent residential qualification applied, in
that the required period was three months
for the State and only one month for the
Commonwealth, However, those obstacles
have been removed. As he suggested, In
accordance with Mr Wheeler's report,
there may he a few other minor legislative
amendments which may be necessary. The
Minister for Justice has been requested
to take a further look at this matter.

A review of polling places is a matter
of some concern. Personally, I have a
great objection to the dual polling places
where polling places cover the candidates
from two contlguous electorates. It 1is
extremely confusing to the electors but
I understand it is very difficult to do
otherwise.

I know that in the past the returning
officers for the electorate of East Melviile
have always experienced difficulty In ob-
talning adequate polling places. State
schools, of course, present no prcblem,
but private schools and convents may not
be willing {o open their premises, and this
can present a problem in some electorates.

In many electorates, including mine,
there appears to be a lack of public hall
facilities whiech could be used for the pur-
pose. Frequently, the returning officer has
contacted me and said, “Do you know of
any buildings in your electorate which
could be used for polling purposes?” I have
never been able to assist him.

In many cases, polling places have been
established In private houses; I should
point out that these have been used by
the Federal department rather than by
the State department. I have never
thought it a particularly acceptable propo-
sition to establish a polling place on the
front verandah of a private dwelling.

I do not know the answer to this prob-
lem. Perhaps we could use polling places
cenjointly for State and Federal elections,
those electlons being held at different
times. Quite frequently, I suppose, build-
Ings are not available because they have
been committed for other purposes. In
answer to the member for Victoria Park,
I anticipate this is a problem which will
always be with us.

Mr Davies: My query related principally
to polling places which had become unac-
ceptable and even dangerous due to in-
creased traffic flow.
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Mr O'NEIL: I fully agree; they can be-
come hazardous. However, i is not so
easy to find an alternative huilding close
encugh to the hazardous polling place
which could effectively handle the poll.
Perhaps we can establish a system of
mobile polling booths in caravans; that s
not beyond the reallns of possibility. How-
ever, until that occeurs, I am not sure what
the answer is. I am sure the Chief Elec-
toral Officer and the wvarious returning
officers are constantly plagued with the
problem. Certainly, the honourabhle mem-
ber's comments will be conveyed to the
Minister for Justice.

1 believe we will have to agree to dis-
agree on the matter of how-to-vote cards.

Mr Davies: I sald we were evenly divided.

Mr O'NEIL: I have often heard the
example given in respect of the Senate
ballot paper that a ballot paper for the
varfous parties should be a registered
document and be posted in an appropriate
place in each polling booth at the various
polling places. However, the point re-
malns that every candidate also should be
entitled to have his recommended how-to
vote card posted up in the same place. I
would not think that polling hooths would
have sufficlent wall space to cover the
number of how-to-vote cards which ap-
peared during the double dissolution.

Mr Jamieson: The less how-to-vote
cards we have, the less the informal vote
becomes. Tasmania banned how-to-vote
cards, and this has been their experience;
and they have a much more complicated
systemm than do we.

Mr O'NEIL: I do not think Tasmania
bans how-to-vote cards,

Mr Jamleson: Yes they do; completely.

Mr O’NEIL: I think the rule is that one
cannot canvass for votes within a specific
distance of a polling place on polling day,
and that distance is so great as to put a
person in the next suburb.

Mr Jamieson: If a party puts out a how-
to-vote card, it is not allowed io print the
name of its opponents. For & how-t{o-vote
card to be useful, other candidates’ names
must be printed, so it would not be much
good producing cards under those eircum-
stances.

Mr O’'NEIL: I am not sure of the preclse
situation. At any rate, Tasmania has what
I call a topsy-turvy system of elections In
that they have a modified Hare-Clarke
system for the Assembly, where five elec-
torates return seven members, while mem-
bers of the Legislative Council are elected
to represent single electorates, which is
completely the reverse to our situation.
However, I am not improving the shining
hour by discussing the Tasmanlan system
or the Government’s attitude towards how-
to-vote cards.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) (559 p.m.]l:
I believe the Government should introduce
legislation to prevent the posting of poli-
tical signs on trees, bulldings and the like
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befare elections. I believe such a prac-
tice disfigures the countryside and does
no good for any party involved in the
practice. It is a very costly business,
and all parties suffer greatly at the hands
of vandals who tear the signs down and
hurl them all over the place. As fast as
people put them up, they get pulled down
again. I have suffered from this experi-
ence and I would imagine that members
of other parties have experienced the same
problem.

Mr O'Neil: I have no problems in my
electorate; the election signs are banned
by the local authority.

Mr BATEMAN: That is very sound. All
local authorities should introduce by-laws
hanning the erection of election signs, I
can recall that during the last election
campaign the National Country Party sald
it did not agree with visua)] polluticn and
that it would do something about intro-
ducing legislation to prevent it, but at the
same time it was erecting election signs all
over the place. The sooner legislation is
introduced to have our trees protected
from these terrible election slgns the hap-
pier we will all be.

I therefore hope the Premier will bring
some pressure to bear on local authorities
to introduce by-laws that will prevent all
political parties from erecting election
signs all over the place, because they are
an ugly sight. I am rather fortunate in
view of the fact that the Town of Can-
ning does not allow signs to be erected
not only onh road verges but also on private
properties. However, there are many local
authorities which do not impose such a ban
and to see election signs erected on fences
and on road verges Is a most unsightly
spectacle.

Vote: Crown Law, $7 733 000; Corporale
Affairs Office, $849 000; Office of Titles,
$2 292 000—put and passed.

Voie: Pablic Trust Office, 51 289 000—

Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-
ances generally, $1 092 000—

Mr JAMIESON: I take the opportunity
to debate this item because the office of
the Public Trustee is only a small depart-
ment. The amount of expenditure that
will be inveolved this year is expected to
increase as all items have increased as
a result of increases in wages and other
contingencies which are necessary in cle-
rical occupations. I notice that these days
the Public Trust Office seems to be handl-
ing a considerable number of estates. Al-
though members know that there are two
large executor and trustee companies In
Perth which specialise in the handling of
estates, and that many other estates are
also handled by lawyers in private practice,
I think it could be correctly assumed that
the Public Trust Office would be handling
about one-third of all estates In Western
Australia.

This means that the Public Trust Office
must have a considerable turnover, Last
yvear its revenue was $1 100000, in round
figures and its expendijture was $1 050 140.
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As the Public Trust Cffice works on a per-
centage of the value of estates handled,
I realise that many of its clerks are em-
ployved not only in the capacity of looking
after estates from which they receive
revenue, but it must also be borne in mind
that these officers are assigned the task of
looking after &ll sorts of estates including
those of people who are committed to
mental institutions, because they have a
responsibilty to meet under the relevant
Acts governing such institutions, There-
fore, those duties would not be very re-
munerative.

Nevertheless the Publlc Trust Office
must handle some fairly large estates and
a considerable amount of income must he
received by the office. I think some atten-
tion needs to be pald to the fact that it
does not appear it will continue to pay its
own way if present conditions prevail this
year. From the figures shown, the office
had a downturn last year. The Public
Trust Office can be compared to the Rural
and Industries Bank or the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office. It is dealing with
funds at large in the public sector and it
should be expected to receive some sort of
income.

I would therefore like the Minister to
tell us a little more about why it is neces-
sary to keep this office staffed at the
present level without receiving income
which will at least offset its outgoings.

Mr O’NEIL: X can only provide the hon-
ourable member with the infermation sup-
plied to me. The amount of revenue
depends on the number of estates handled,
and, naturally. the increase in costs is
entirely due to the inecreases in salary
rates for officers in all divisions. Never-
theless I have noted what the honourable
member has said, and if the Minister for
Justice can provide him with any more
information T will ask him so to do.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: Electoral, $386000—put
passed.

Vote: Licensing, $235 000—

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $197 00—

Mr SKIDMORE: I am wondering what is
entailed in the duties of the six super-
visors of licensed premises, the estimate for
1975-76 being $62200. This represents
over $10 000 per annum for each super-
visor. I would like to have an outline
of their duties.

Mr O'NEIL: It will be appreclated that
I am handling this matter on behalf of
the Minister for Justice who is in charge
of the Licensing Court. I am not aware
of the duties of the supervisors. The
figures I have been given relate to the
expenditure and receipts for this vote.
However, T will make a note of what the
honourable member has sald and notify
the Minister concerned. I shall see

whether I can supply him with the infor-
matinn

and
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Mr T, J. BURKE: Over the last year
or so we have heard a rumour the Gov-
ernment intends to change the format of
the Licensing Court, but that is not re-
flected in the vote before us. I wonder
whether the Minister for Works can give
us any indication of whether the Govern-
ment proposes to change the format of
that court, and whether there is likely to
be further legislation introduced to affect
the licensing laws.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
honourable member can raise that matter
in speaking to this item.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I have been prompted
to raise this matter after perusing
the second reading speech of the
Minister for Justice on a Bill before the
Legislative Council. However, I limit my
remarks to asking the Minister whether
the Government intends to proceed with
its proposals to reform the Licensing Court.

Mr O’NEIL: I cahnot answer the query
that has been raised by the honourable
member, He sald that he has heard a
rumour as to the Government's intention
to introduce legislation.

Mr T. J, Burke: It was In the Press.

Mr O’NEIL: I do not care where it ap-
peared; it is still a rumour. The proper
place for announcing QGovernment policy
is in this Chamber or in Cabinet. I am
not prepared to comment oa or conflrm
any rumour that has been going around.

Mr T. J. Burke: This is a genuine Inquiry.

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member
should consult Erskine May to ascertain
whether he is entitled to ask questions
based on rumour,

Mr T. J. BUREE: As members of Par-
llament, we depend to a great degree on
information appearing in the Press. 1
would llke some indication from the Min-
ister as to whether it 15 the intention of
the Government to effect some reformation
of the Licensing Court during the life of
this Parliament,

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Chief Secretary, $1 180 060; Reg-
istry and Friendly Societies $416000;
Astrn‘!ll.nmlcal Services, $292 000—put and
passe

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr Davies.

BEEF INDUSTRY COMMITTEE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.




